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MEMOIR  OF  MENNO  SIMON. 

Tlie  characters  of  those  who,  during  a  dark  age,  contributed  to  sweep  away  the 
rubbish  of  ages  from  the  professed  church  of  Christ,  are  so  extraordinary,  that  we 
seize  with  pleasure  every  opportunity  of  exhibiting  them  to  the  notice  of  our 
readers.  The  subject  of  this  Memoir  was  a  foreign  divine,  contemporary  with, 
Luther,  and  his  illustrious  colleagues,  and,  with  them,  adopted  the  principle  of  the 
sufficiency  of  the  scriptures  in  all  matters  of  religion.  In  our  opinion,  he  acted 
much  more  consistently  than  those  who,  by  retaining  a  practice  which  had 
no  other  foundation  than  the  authority  of  the  church,  left  their  \vork  very  imper- 
fect. Menno  Sjmo*  rejected  all  human  tradition  in  religion,  and  became  the 
Founder  of  the  Dutch  Baptist  Churches,  which,  from  his  name,  are  still 
called  Mennonites. 


This  celebrated  Reformer  was 
born  in  the  year  149G,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Friesland,  (one  of  the  Uni- 
ted Province?,)  in  the  village  of 
Witmarsum,not  far  from  Francker, 
between  Harlingen  and  Bolswaert. 
No  particulars  are  related  concern- 
ing him,  during  the  period  from 
his  birth,  till  he  entered  on  the 
ministry,  in  the  Popish  Church,  in 
1524,  any  farther  than  that  his  ed- 
ucation was  such  as  was  generally 
adopted  in  that  age  with  persons 
designed  to  be  priests.  In  his  28th 
year  he  entered  on  the  ministry, 
in  a  village  called  Pinnington,  the 
residence  of  his  father,  where  be 
found  two  other  young  men,  of  the 
same  age  with  himself,and  engaged 
in  the  same  profession:  one  of  them, 
the  pastor  of  the  village,  possessed 
a  tolerable  share  of  learning,  and 
both  had  some  slight  acquaintance 
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with  (he  sacred  volume  ;  but  Men- 
no  had  never  touched  a  bible,  fear- 
ing, to  use  his  own  expression,  les£ 
he  should  be  seduced  by  the  peru- 
sal of  the  scriptures.  "  What  a 
preacher,"  says  he,  M  must  I  have 
been  for  the  space  of  two  or  three* 
years  !" 

After  he  had  been  engaged  in  the 
ministry  about  that  period,  he  be- 
gan to  entertain  scruplesrespecting 
the  Popish  doctrine  of  transubstan- 
tiation.  Whenever  he  celebrated 
mass,  he  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  thought,  "  This  bread  and  wine 
cannot  be  the  real  body  and  blood 
of  Christ."  He  imputed  the  im- 
pression, however,  to  the  agency^ 
of  Satan,  who,  he  thought,  thu«  en- 
deavoured to  seduce  him  from  the 
faith  of  the  holy  church.  He  there- 
fore resisted  with  all  his  might  \  he 
prayed,  he  confessed,  he  groaned, 
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but  bis  resistance  was  in  vain  ; — the 
impression  that  this  doctrine  could 
not  be  true,  remained  with  unabat- 
ed force  on  his  mind. 

No  moral  change,  however,  at 
present  appeared.  In  company 
with  his  two  clerical  friends,  hrs 
days  and  nights  were  spent  in  sports, 
drunkenness,  and  the  vain  and  un- 
profitable amusements  common  to 
young  people  of  a  dissipated  turn. 
On  these  occasions,  the  scriptures 
were  frequently  introduced  for 
purposes  of  sport.  Menno  never 
mentioned  them  but  to  ridicule 
their  contents:  yet  so  great  was 
his  ignorance,  that  he  was  uncon- 
scious of  the  folly  and  wickedness 
of  his  conduct. 

In  the  mean  time,  conscience 
was  not  silent,  but  admonished  him 
that  he  was  in  a  wrong  path.  His 
restlessness  increased  ;  and  he  at 
length  resolved  to  give  the  New 
Testament  a  serious  investigation. 
He  bad  not  proceeded  far  in  the  in- 
teresting task, before  he  discovered 
the  errors  of  Popery,  and  that  trau- 
substantiation  had  no  foundation  in 
the  word  of  God.  All  this  was  ef- 
fected by  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Bible  alone, without  any  human  aid. 
He  acknowledges,  however,  that  he 
was  indebted  to  the  writings  of  Lu- 
ther for  a  more  clear  and  decided 
conviction  of  one  important  truth, 
namely,  that  the  omission  of  the 
commandments  of  men  does  not 
render  a  person  subject  to  eternal 
death,  however  it  may  expose  him 
to  temporal  punishments,  and  tem- 
poral death. 

Menno  made  a  daily  progress  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  scriptures. 
He  continued  to  discharge  his  duties 
as  parish  priest,  and  possessed  just 
that  degree  of  religious  feeling  and 
conduct  which  led  all  men  to  speak 
well  of  him.  He  all  at  once  be- 
came, in  the  public  estimation,  a 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  without  tbe 
least  tinge  of  heresy  or  fanaticism. 
His  society  was  generally  courted. 
He  was  admired  as  n  preacher,  and 
'•ommended  as  Breligiousman,  The 


world  loved  him,  and  (it  is  his  own 
declaration)  he  loved  the  world. 

About  this  time,  a  person  named 
Sicke  Snyder,  one  of  the  thousands 
who  suffered  under  the  name  of 
Anabaptists,  was  beheaded  at  Le- 
warden.  Till  now,  Menno  had 
heard  of  no  other  baptism  than  that 
of  infants  ;  and  it  was  with  no  small 
surprise  that  he  heard  of  the  firm- 
ness with  which  the  martyr  adher- 
ed to  bis  sentiments,  and  of  his  pre- 
ferring an  ignomious  death  on  the 
scaffold  to  the  dereliction  of  this  ar- 
ticle of  his  creed. 

The  insight  into  the  word  of 
God,  which  Menno  already  possess- 
ed, and  the  light  which  had  shone 
upon  him,  whilst  searching  the  di- 
vine oracles  upon  the  subject  of 
the  mass,  had  freed  him  from  the 
trammels  ofPopish  bigotry, and  had 
destroyed  his  resistance  to  the  force 
of  truth.  His  mind  was  became 
open  to  conviction  ;  and  the  fact 
which  had  occurred  before  his 
eyes,  of  a  person  suffering  martyr- 
dom for  sentiments  on  baptism  dif- 
ferent from  those  generally  main- 
tained, suggested  an  immediate  and 
sedulous  investigation  of  the  scrip- 
tures respecting  that  ordinance. 
The  issue  may  easily  be  conjectur- 
ed :  he  could  find  no  trace  of  Pae- 
dobaptism  in  the  Bible ;  and  was 
thus  convinced  that  two  of  the  sa- 
craments of  his  church  were  un- 
scriptural. 

He  immediately  held  a  conver- 
sation with  the  pastor  who  has  been 
already  mentioned.  The  subject 
underwent  a  long  discussion  ;  and 
our  young  advocate  for  baptism,  al- 
though entirely  ignorant  of  the  ar- 
guments employed  by  the  Baptists 
of  that  age,  in  support  of  the  prac- 
tice, but  with  only  the  New  Tes- 
tament in  his  hand,  obliged  his 
friend  to  confess  that  pnedobaptism 
had  mo  foundation  in  the  Bible. 

Afraid,  however,  of  placing  too 
much  dependence  on  his  own  judg- 
ment, though  supported  by  the 
word  of  God  itself,  he  searched  the 
writings  of  some  of  the  ancient  fa- 
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thers,  and  found  that  they  defended 
the  opinion  which  he  suspected  to 
be  untenable,  upon  this  ground,that 
"  the  baptism  of  infants  washed 
them  from  the  defilement  of  origi- 
nal sin."  The  inconsistency  of  this 
•position  of  the  scriptures,  stimula- 
ted him  to  continue  his  research. 
Convinced  that  the  opinion  of  the 
ancients  ascribed  that  elhcacy  to 
baptism,  which  is  possessed  only  by 
the  blood  of  Christ,  be  consulted 
the  Reformers,  and  especially  Lu- 
ther, who  had  by  this  time  ris- 
en into  celebrity.  The  information 
which  he  gained  from  this  quarter 
was  not  more  satisfactory  ;  it  being 
the  opinion  of  Luther,  thai  "infants 
were  to  be  baptized  on  their  own 
faith,  infused  into  them  at  baptism." 
He  could  neither  reconcile  this 
opinion  with  the  scriptures,  nor 
conceive  it  to  be  possible  that  in- 
fants, destitute  of  reason,  should 
possess  faith. 

From  Luther  he  turned  to  Bucer, 
who  taught  that  infants  should  be 
baptized,  in  order  that  "  theymight 
be  the  more  diligently  watched, and 
that  they  might  be  instructed  in  the 
ways  of  the  Lord."  This  argu- 
ment appeared  to  him  to  be  merely 
human,  and  unsupported  by  the 
scriptures. 

He  then  applied  to  Bullinger, 
who  directed  him,  in  vindication  of 
paidobaptism,  to  the  Abrahamic 
covenant,  and  to  circumcision  ;  the 
former  of  which  was  made  with  in- 
fants, and  the  latter  administered  to 
them.  The  application  of  these 
things  to  infant  baptism,  he  could 
not  reconcile  with  that  view  of  the 
nature  and  subjects  of  baptism, 
which  he  had  acquired  by  reading 
the  New  Testament. 

So  far  from  removing  his  scruples 
concerning  paidobaptism,  these  dis- 
cordant opinions  of  the  different 
leaders  in  the  Reformation  heighten- 
ed them.  He  saw  that  they  differed 
widely  on  the  point,  and  therefore 
was  confirmed  in  his  sentiment, 
that  both  Papists  and  Protestants 
were  mistaken,  and  that  the  Bap- 
list,  who  had  so  lately  suffered  m 


defence  of  his  opinions,  had  truth 
and  scripture  on  his  side. 

No  improvement,  however,  had 
at  present  taken  place  in  his  char- 
acter, except  a  slight  one  in  moral* 
only.  He  was  still  the  slave  of  a 
love  of  popularity,  and  laboured 
with  the  greatest  ardour  to  obtain, 
and  preserve  the  praise  of  men. 
Being  invited,about  t.us  time, to  ex- 
ercise the  priestly  office  in  Wit- 
marsum,  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
worldly  gain,  and  an  increase  of 
popularity, were  the  motives  which 
induced  him  to  embrace  the  invita- 
tion. u  There,"  says  he,  "  I 
preached,  and  said  much  from  the 
word  of  God,  but  without  any  influ- 
ence from  the  Spirit,  or  any  pro- 
per affection  for  the  souls  of  men  ; 
and  1  made,  by  these  sermons,  many 
young  persons,  like  myself,  vain 
boasters,  and  empty  talkers  ;  but 
they  had  very  liille  concern  for 
spiritual  things."  He  had  a  consid- 
erable acquaintance  with  the  word 
of  God;  but  he  says,  "  1  entered 
with  ardour  into  the  indulgence  of 
youthful  lusts,  and,  like  the  gene- 
rality of  persons  of  similar  pursuits, 
soughtexclusively  after  gain,world- 
ly  appearance,  the  favour  of  men, 
and  the  glory  of  a  name." 

Thus  it  appears,  that  his  just 
views  of  both  the  ordinances  of  the 
gospel  were  acquired  by  reading 
the  scriptures,  and  meditation  upon 
them,  whilst  his  heart  remained  un  • 
sanctified.  They  were  attained,  as 
lie  himself  observes,  by  the  mere 
grace  of  God,  and  by  the  illumina- 
tion of  his  Spirit,  and  not  by  means 
of  any  seductive  arguments  used  by 
sectaries,  as  his  enemies  falsely 
represented.  I  hope,"  adds  he, 
"that  I  write  the  truth,  and  do  not 
seek  vain  glory.  If  1  received 
help  from  any  one  in  making  farth- 
er advance  in  truth,  I  give  God  eter- 
nal thanks  for  the  same." 

The  manner  in  which  he  was 
brought  to  a  reception  of  the  dis- 
tinguishing tenets  of  his  party, 
should  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  rea- 
der, as  it  will  account  for  the  ardour 
with  which  he  maiulaincd  hispecu- 
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liarities  of  sentiment,  as'well  as  re- 
move the  stigma  which  his  enemies 
endeavoured  to  fix  upon  him,  by 
charging  him  with  having  derived 
his  views  of  baptism  from  the  insur- 
gents of  Munster. 

There  are  two  opinions  concern- 
ing the  origin  of  the  Baptists.  The 
first,  maintained  by  themselves,  is, 
that  the  apostles,  and  first  Christ- 
ians, were  Baptists ;  that  infant  bap- 
tism, and  infant  communion,  were 
early  corruptions,  which  rose  up 
together,  and  which  were  gradu- 
ally introduced  together  into  the 
church  ;  that  there  has  been,  how- 
ever, a  succession  of  persons  from 
the  apostolic  age,  who  have  con- 
fined baptism  to  believers  ;  and  that 
the  great  body  of  the  Waldenses, 
and  not  the  Petrobrussians  and 
(Henricans  onljr,  as  some  have 
thought.)  were  Antipaedobaptists.* 
They  farther  say,  that  the  Walden- 
ses being  dispersed,  by  persecu- 
tion, all  over  Europe,  great  num- 
bers of  them  settled  in  the  Nether- 
lands, long  before  the  time  of  Men- 
no,  and  that  the  Dutch  Baptists  be- 
fore him  were  these  very  Walden- 
ses. It  is  certain,  that  the  Dutch 
Baptists,  like  the  Waldenses,  main- 
tained the  unlawfulness  of  oaths, 
and  of  war ;  and  asserted,  that  pas- 
sive obedience  is  incumbent  upon 
Christians.  They  also  agreed  with 
them,  in  maintaining  that  Christians 
ought  not  to  be  civil  magistrates, 
but  should  consider  themselves  as 
strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth; 
and  that  Christian  ministers  ought 
not  to  receive  a  stipend.  They 
resembled  them  also  in  their  bold- 
ness in  reproving  vice,  in  their  love 
to  each  other,  in  their  humility,  in 
their  contempt  of  the  world,  in  the 
simplicity  had  purity  of  their  man- 
ners, in  the  plainness  of  their  die^s, 
and  in  many  oth^r  particulars. 

Their  adversaries,  on  the  other 
hand,  maintain,  that  Ihey  nr<>  de- 
scended from  the  insurgents  of 
Munster.  This  insurrection  of  the 
German  boors, or  peasants,  (as  well 
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as  several  former  ones  before  the 
reformation,)  was  occasioned  by 
the  intolerable  oppression  of  their 
lords,against  whom  Luther  inveigh- 
ed, saying,  that  they  deserved  to 
be  dethroned  by  God  ;  at  the  same 
time  exhoiting  the  poor  peasants 
to  submit.  A  few  ambitious  and 
designing  men,  of  considerable  tal- 
ents, joined  their  standard,  and  be- 
came their  leaders.  Some  of  these 
were  Baptists,  and  many  of  the  in  - 
surgents came  over  to  their  senti- 
ments. They  became  wild  and 
frantic  enthusiasts,  and  ran  into  the 
greatest  excesses,  until  the  insur- 
rection was  quelled.  In  their  char- 
acter and  principles  they  very 
much  resembled  the  fifth-monarchy 
men,  especially  Venner  and  his  fol- 
lowers, in  16b  1,  all  of  whom  were 
Paedobaptists,  except  one  individu- 
al.* This  observation  reflects  no 
dishonour  upon  the  Pcedobaptists  : 
it  only  shows  that  wicked  and  mad 
enthusiasts  have  been,  in  some  way 
or  other,  connected  with  every  de- 
nomination ;  and  that  the  Baptists 
are  no  more  disgraced  by  the  insur- 
rection of  Munster,  than  the  Paedo- 
baptists by  that  of  Coleman-street ; 
or,  than  wise  and  rational  Episco- 
palians by  the  high-church  mobs  of 
Sacheverel,  and  of  Birmingham. 

To  return  to  Menno  ; — his  con- 
victions at  length  became  irresisti- 
ble. "  What  shall  I  do  ?"  he  was 
accustomed  to  exclaim  ;  "  If  1  con- 
tinue in  this  state,  and  do  not,  to 
the  utmost  of  my  ability,  expose 
the  hypocrisy  of  false  teachers,  and 
the  impenitent  and  careless  lives 
of  men  ;  their  depraved  baptism 
and  supper,  with  their  other  super- 
stitions ;  what  will  become  of  me  ?" 
These  convictions  ended  in  true 
conversion  and  repentance. 

It  was  impossible  lor  him  long  to 
maintain  his  communion  with  the 
church  of  Rome  :  it  continued  hut 
nine  months  after  his  conversion. 
He  wriles  as  follows:  u  God  then 
stretched  out  to  me  his  parental 
hand,  and  imparted  to  me  such  a 
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degree  of  his  Spirit,  that  I  volun- 
tarily made  a  surrender  ol  my  rep- 
utation, and  of  the  honour  which  I 
had  acquired  among  Dien,  tog-ether 
with  all  my  Popish  abominations, 
my  mass,  my  pa:dobaplism,  my  un- 
godly life,  and  all  my  worldly  pros- 
pects, and  determined  to  spend  my 
life  in  poverty,  hearing  the  cross  of 
Christ.  In  my  feeble  measure,  1 
feared  God.  I  sought  for  pious 
men,  and  found  some,  though  but 
few  who  were  equally  distinguished 
for  the  soundness  of  their  opinions, 
and  the  ardour  of  their  zeal.  Thus, 
gentle  reader,  did  my  graciousGod, 
by  his  rich  grace  towards  me,  a  mi- 
serable sinner,  draw  mc  to  himself. 
It  was  He  who  filled  my  heart  with 
inquietude;  it  was  He  who  renew- 
ed me  in  the  spirit  of  my  mind  ;  it 
was  He  who  humbled  me  in  his 
fear,  who  made  me  in  some  meas- 
ure acquainted  with  himself,  who 
drew  me  from  the  path  of  death, 
and  who  introduced  me  into  the 
communion  of  his  saints,  in  the  nar- 
row path  that  leadeth  to  life.  To 
Him  be  the  praise  forever.  Amen."' 

After  passing  about  a  year  in  the 
society  of  a  small,  but  faithful,  band 
of  Christians,  employing  himself 
chielly  in  writing  and  reading,  he 
received  an  unexpected  visit  from 
six  or  eight  persons,  of  one  heart 
and  mind  with  himself,  who  had 
been  deputed  to  him  by  a  society 
of  pious  persons,  of  the  same  spirit 
and  sentiments.  These  worthy 
people  besought  him  affectionately, 
and  with  great  earnestness,  to  be 
their  pastor. 

Thisinvitation  threw  him  into  no 
small  perplexity.  On  the  one  hand, 
he  was  deterred  from  accepting  it 
by  a  sense  of  his  own  incompeten- 
cy, ignorance,  timidity,  and  feeble 
constitution;  by  his  knowledge  of 
the  wickedness  and  tyrannical  dis- 
position of  the  world  ;  by  the  exist- 
ence of  numerous  and  powerful 
parties  in  the  religious  world  ;  and 
by  the  severe  trials  which  were 
then  connected  with  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel,  lint  there  were 
motives  in  the  other  scale  which 


preponderated.  These  were,  the 
excelh  nt  character  of  these  pious 
men,  their  poverty,  and  their  ur- 
gent entreaty  that  he  would  accede 
to  their  request. 

Alter  earnest  prayer,  therefore, 
to  God.  he  accepted  the  invitation  ; 
upon  which  event  he  makes  the 
following  reflections  :  M  1  have  no 
connexion  with  the  Munsterites, 
nor  with  any  other  seditious  sect, 
as  has  ueen  slanderously  reported  ; 
but  though  unworthy,  was  called 
to  mis  office  by  a  people  who  con- 
fessed Christ  and  his  word,  and  who 
passed  their  lives  in  penitence  and 
the  fear  of  God,  serving  their 
neighbours  in  tove  ;  a  people  who 
bore  their  cross,  and  sought  the 
salvation  and  good  of  all  men  ;  who 
loved  righteousness  and  truth,  and 
detested  injustice  and  wickedness."> 

His  ministry  was  attended  with 
great  success.  "  God  rendered," 
says  he,  "  the  form  of  his  church 
so  beautiful,  and  invested  its  mem- 
bers with  such  invincible  fortitude, 
that  not  only  many  stubborn  and 
haughty  sinners  were  brought  to 
supplicatefor  mercy, the  incontinent 
became  chaste,  the  drunken  sober, 
the  churl  bountiful,  the  cruel  be- 
nign, and  the  impious  devout ;  but 
they  likewise  bore  a  glorious  testi- 
mony to  the  truth  which  they  pro- 
fessed,manifesting  the  greatest  con- 
stancy in  surrendering  their  for- 
tunes, their  liberties,  and  their 
lives.1' 

"  To  promote  this  great  object," 
adds  he,  "it  has  been  necessary  for 
me  to  endure,  with  my  poor  and 
feeble  wife,  and  my  infants,  during 
a  period  of  eighteen  years,  numer- 
ous and  various  anxieties,  burdens, 
grid's,  afflictions,  miseries,  and  per- 
secutions, living  in  every  place  in 
poverty,  in  fear,  and  in  perpetual 
hazard  of  a  cruel  death.  While 
other  preachers  have  rrpo-<  d 
themselves  on  beds  and  pillows  of 
down, we  havegrnerally  ui  <  n  com- 
pelled to  conceal  oorftelvefl  i"  W- 
cret  hiding-places.  Whilst  they 
have  been  indulging  themselves  al 
feasts  for  the  celebration  of  mr\j  - 
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riages  and  of  birth?,  we  have  been 
alarmed  by  the  barking  of  our 
dogs,  fearing  lest  some  persecutor 
should  be  at  our  doors.  While  they 
have  been  saluted  by  ever}'  one  as 
doctors,  masters,  and  gentlemen, 
we  have  been  compelled  to  hear 
ourselves  saluted  as  Anabaptists, 
house-preachers.seducers,  and  her- 
etics, and  greeted  in  the  name  of 
the  devil.  In  a  word,  whilst  they 
have  been  remunera'eJ  for  their 
labours  with  annual  stipends,  and 
ijood  days,  our  stipend  has  been  the 
fire,  the  sword,  and  a  cruel  death. 

[To  be 


In  this  anxiety,  poverty,  wretchod- 
edness,  and  hazard  of  life,  I,  an  un- 
worthy man,  have  to  this  day,taith- 
fully  discharged  the  ministy  oftiie 
Lord.  1  hope  also  that, by  his  grace, 
I  shall  contiuue  to  discharge  it  to 
his  praise  till  the  day  of  my  death. 
This  statement  has  been  extorted 
from  me,  since  preachers  on  every 
hand  calumniate  me,  and  1  am  ac- 
cused, without  any  shadow  of 
truth,  of  having  been  called  to  this 
ministry  by  a  seditious  and  nefari- 
ous sect.  Let  him  who  fears  God, 
read  and  judge." 

intinued.] 
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For  the  American  Iiaptist  Magazine. 

A  Conference  between  a  French  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  and  an  En- 
glish Curate. 

Messrs.  Editors, 

The  incident  to  which  you  refer,  which  was  the  subject  of  conversation 
at  Salem  ;  and  of  which  you  now  request  the  particulars,  was  as  follows. 
I  can  avouch  for  the  facts  and  leading  circumstances  ;  but  after  a  lapse  of 
several  years,  cannot  be  accountable  for  the  words.  K. 


The  Rev.  William  Ward,  a.  m. 
fellow  of  Christ's  College,  Cam- 
bridge, a  clergyman  of  the  church 
of  England,  and  who  officiated  as 
curate  at  a  town  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  received  a  presentation  of 
a  living  in  the  north  of  England,  of 
considerable  importance.  At  the 
lime  when  the  French  revolution- 
ists were  following  the  clergy  of 
that  nation  with  imprisonment  and 
death,  which  occasioned  a  great 
number  of  them  to  seek  refuge  in 
England  ;  Mr.  Ward  first  visited  his 
living  in  the  north.  Stepping  into 
the  Edinburgh  mail,  he  observed 
an  elderly  gentleman  of  venerable 
appearance,  in  the  dress  of  an  ec- 
clesiastic. He  soon  perceived  he 
was  a  foreigner,  and  was  explicitly 
informed  that  he  was  a  French  em- 
igrant Bishop.  The  conversation 
turned  upon  politics,  literature,  and 
arts,  and  sciences,  kc.  Mr.  Ward 
perceiving  he  was  a  man  of  pro- 
found learning,  general  knowledge, 


and  liberal  sentiments,  began  the 
following  conversation. 

Mr.  Ward.  1  am  much  surpris- 
ed,Sir,  that  a  gentleman  of  your  lib- 
erality and  knowledge  can  be  con- 
tent to  continue  in  communion  with 
the  corrupt  church  of  Rome. 

Bishop.  1  presume,  Sir,  you  are 
a  clergyman  of  the  church  of  En- 
gland ? 

Mr.  W.    I  am,  Sir. 

B.    May  I  not  retort. 

Mr.  W.  No.  Our  church  is  re- 
formed from  corruption. 

B.  1  deny  the  assertion.  Your 
prayer  book  is  nothing  but  the  Ro- 
man missel  translated  into  English, 
with  a  few  trifling  alterations,  and 
the  psalms  you  read  are  not  from 
your  own  translation,  but  from 
ours,  of  the  corruption  of  which 
you  are  perpetually  complaining. 

Mr.  IV.  These  are  but  trifling 
things,  Sir ;  we  are  satisfied  that  we 
are  following  the  apostles  and 
primitive  church. 
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B.  This  is  assumption,  and  as- 
sumption is  no  proof.  We  must 
fix  upon  some  point,  and  abide  by 
it;  for  instance. — Pray  where  do 
you  receive  your  authority  lor  in- 
fant sprinkling. 

Mr.  W.  I  am  surprised  at  your 
question,  Sir;  pray  do  not  yonr 
church  practise  the  same  as  we  do 
upon  that  point? 

B.    Yes,  Sir. 

Mr.  IV.  Why  then  ask  the  rjues- 
tion? 

B.  Because  I  presume  yon  can- 
not defend  yourself  upon  your  own 
principles. 

Mr.  IV.  If  I  cannot  as  you  pi  ac- 
tise  the  same,  you  of  course  must 
be  in  the  same  difficulty. 

B.  That  does  not  follow.  But 
pray,  Sir,  if  you  please,  show  your 
authority  for  infant  spi  inkling? 

Mr.  W.  We  refer  to  the  New- 
Testament  ( taking  one  from  his 
pocket  J  Here,  says  he,  is  one,  let  us 
examine  it. 

B.  Is  it  the  English  version,  if 
it  be,  I  shall  not  abide  by  its  decis- 
ion, for  it  is  not  a  fair  translation. 

Mr.  IV.  You  surprise  me,  Sir ; 
were  not  the  translators  learned 
men,  and  men  of  piobity  ? 

B.  I  grant  this  in  part — But,Sir, 
who  is  not  sensible  how  far  party 
zeal  influences  men's  sentiments 
and  practice  ?  Look  for  instance  at 
the  wild  notion*  of  the  learned  Dr. 
Lightfoot,  that  proselyte  baptism  is 
a?  old  as  the  fall  of  maa  ;  and  that 
Christian  baptism  is  analogous  to  it. 
How  many  learned  men  have  been 
duped  by  the  authority  of  this  in- 
dividual, have  taken  for  granted 
what  he  asserted,  and  have  Dever 
examined  the  point.  Yet  I  chal- 
lenge the  whole  learned  world  to 
produce  one  instance  of  baptism 
before  the  ministry  of  John.  You 
mast  know,  Sir,  that  every  learn- 
ed man,  w  ho  has  examined  for  him- 
self, both  in  your  communion,  and 
in  every  other,  has  been  forced  to 
concede  the  point  to  the  anabaptists. 

Mr.  IV.  I  can  by  no  means  admit 
the  imperfection  of  our  version, 
Sir,  nor  can  I  see  the  <  oneiitencv 


of  your  reasoning.  It  appears  to 
me  that  you  expose  your  own  prac- 
tice as  much  as  ours. 

B     I  wilL,  Sir,  produce  an  in- 
stance or  two  where  the  object  of 
your  translators  must  have  been  to 
deceive  the  public,  and  to  make 
the  evangelists  appear  to  support 
their  sentiment  of  sprinkling  where 
the  very  opposite  is  apparent  in 
the  original,  Matt.  iii.  11.  Your  ver- 
sion says,  "  I  indeed  baptize  you 
with  water,  &c. — he  shall  baptize 
you  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with 
tire."    Notice  this  translation,  Sir. 
Now  in  the  u'th  verse,  where  they 
perceived  that  the  same,  rendering 
would  appear  ludicrous,  they  have 
translated  the  preposition  £»,  by  the 
English  preposition    t;in  Jordan.1* 
Will  you  assist  me,  Sir,  to  account 
for  this  conduct  upon  any  other 
principle  than  that  of  intentional 
deception  and  determination,  right 
or  wrong,  to  support  hypothesis. 
I  will  not  dispute  the  signification 
of  the  word  B*5rr(^4r,  abstracted- 
ly considered,  though  the  learned 
world  have  settled  that  point  long 
ago;  nor  will  I  dispute  about  the 
signification  of  the  preposition  e». 
You  must  allow  that  we  are  more 
honest  than    protestant  writers. 
We  render  it  u  iu  aqua — in  spirilla 
Sancto."     If  the  whole  did  not 
amount  to  the  signification  of  dip- 
ping or  plunging  in  water,  I  would 
ask  you  why  the  evangelists  used, 
in  application  to  the  baptized,  the 
verb  Aw  ?«tM)»wluchcannot  admit  of 
any  othtr  explanation,  but  to  ariie. 
or  emerge,  or  ascend  1  See  verse  10. 
Also  viii.  of  Acts,  33.     It  cannot 
L.-C  admitted,  Sir,  either  that  this 
arose  from  inadvertence,  «r  from 
want  of  knowledge;  far  your  trans- 
lators knew    how   to  render  the 
word,  when  the  controversy  was 
out  of  siyht.    See   for  instance, 
John  xiii.         "  When  I  have  dip. 
ped  Bcc^w,  it — and  when  he  bad 
dipped  i«   Bx^*f,  the    sop,  &c.'* 
Why,  Sir,  did  not  they  render  this 
baptized  ? 

You  will  not  charge  me,  Sir,  with 
rncon-'ijtrncy  between  my  tcn'ti 
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merits  and  my  practice.  In  our 
communion,  we  never  refer  to  the 
scriptures  for  authority  in  infant 
rprinkling.  You  know,  Sir,  that 
the  Greek  and  Armenian  churches 
which  controvert  our  supremacy, 
practise  dipping  to  the  present  pe- 
riod. The  church  has  authority  to 
decree  rights  and  ceremonies,  and 
her  orders  are  infallible.  Here 
we  depend  for  this  and  many  other 
points  of  sentiment  and  practice, 
which  you  hold  in  common  with  us  ; 
but  referring  to  scripture  for  your 
authority,  cannot  support  your 
practice.  There  is,  Sir,  in  fact,  no 
ground  upon  which  you  can  stand,  or 
any  other  sect  of  protectants,  with 
consistency,  between  the  two  ex- 
tremes. You  must  either  return 
to  the  bosom  of  the  holy  church, 
or  join  the  wicked,  heretical  ana- 
baptists, who  reject  the  authority 
of  the  church. 

Mr.  IV.  I  have  not,  I  confess, 
sufficiently  examined  these  sub- 
jects, but  I  certainly  consider  it 
right  to  he  honest,  and  foriow  the 
dictates  of  truth. 

The  two  ecclesiastics  separated. 
Mr  Ward  transacted  his  business 
in  the  north,  not  a  little  disconcert- 
ed and  chagrined.  He  took  his 
Greek  Testament,  and  determined 
to  read,  and  judge,  and  act  for 
himself.  In  about  four  months  he 
took  a  journey  to  London, and  was 
baptized  by  tlje  Rev  Abraham 
Booth,  of  Preseot  Street,  and  was 
soon  alter  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Diss,  in  Norfolk, 
where  he  yet  resides. 


On  tiif.  AisrsF.  of  Allegory  in 
1'h  caching. 

Wo  think  the  following  remarks  from 
tin;  pen  of  the  lute  A\i>rf.w  I'vi.lf.r, 
well  worthy  the  attention  both  of 
ministers  and  private  Christians. 

After  what  several  able  pens 
have  produced  of  late  years  upon 
this  practice,  particularly  the  late 
Dr.  St ctm el.  on  the  t'aiable  of  (he 


Sower,  it  might  have  been  expect 
ed  that,  if  it  had  not  subsided,  it 
would  at  least  have  been  consider- 
ably diminished.  But  the  misfor- 
tune is,  those  who  are  most  addict- 
ed to  this  way  of  preaching,  seem 
in  sreneral  to  have  very  little  incli- 
nation to  read.  Whether  they 
deem  it  unlawful,  as  involving  them 
in  the  sin  charged  upon  the  proph- 
ets, of  stealing  every  one  from  his 
neighbour  ;  or,  whether  they  be  so 
enamoured  of  their  own  thoughts 
as  to  set  all  others  at  defiance,  I 
cannot  decide ;  but  certain  it  is,  that 
many  preach  as  if  they  had  never 
read  or  thought  upon  the  subject. 

A  very  little  observation  will 
convince  us, that  the  preachers  with 
whom  this  practice  mostly  prevails, 
are  of  the  lowest  sort  with  respect 
to  seriousness  and  good  sense,  how- 
ever high  they  may  affect  to  soar  in 
their  notions.  Of  such  characters  I 
have  but  Little  hope.  But  as  some 
godly  men  are,  I  believe,  too  much 
infected  with  this  disease, if  the  Edi- 
tor will  indulge  me  with  two  or 
three  pages  in  the  Magazine,  I  will 
expostulate  with  one  of  them  on 
the  causes  and  consequences  of  his 
conduct. 

Let  me  entreat  you,  then,  my 
friend,  to  consider,  in  the  first 
place,  Whether,  when  you  turn 
plain  historical  facts  into  allegory, 
you  treat  the  word  of  God  with  be- 
coming reverence?  Can  you  seri- 
ously think  the  Scriptures  to  he  a 
book  of  riddles  and  conundrums? 
and  that  a  Christian  minister  is  pro- 
perly employed  in  giving  scope  to 
hi';  f.mcy,in  order  to  discover  their 
solution  '!  1  have  been  asked  the 
meaning  of  certain  passages  of 
Scripture ;  and  when  I  have  an- 
swered, according  to  what  appear- 
ed to  be  the  scope  of  the  sacred 
writer,  it  has  been  said,  M  Yes,  that 
may  be  the  literal  meaning ;  but 
what  is  the  spiritual  meaning  of  it  ?" 
—  as  though  every  part  of  Scrip- 
ture had  a  spiritual,  that  is,  a  hidden 
or  allegorical  meaning,  besides  its 
obvious  one.  That  some  parts  of 
Scripture  are  allegorical. — that 
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some  prophecies  have  a  double 
reference, — and  that  the  principle 
suggested  by  many  a  passage  may 
be  applied  to  other  things  besides 
what  i<  immediately  intended, there 
is  no  doubt:  but  this  is  very  differ- 
ent from  the  practice  to  which  I 
allude.  All  Scripture  is  profitable 
in  some  way  :  some  for  doctrine, 
some  for  reproof,  some  for  correc- 
tion, and  some  for  instruction  in 
righteousness;  hut  all  is  not  to  be 
turned  into  allegory.  If  we  must 
play,  let  it  be  with  thing3  of  less 
consequence  than  the  word  of  the 
eternal  God  ! 

Consider,  secondly,  Whether  the 
motive  that  stimulates  you  to  such 
a  manner  of  treating  the  sacred  or- 
acles, be  any  other  than  vanity  ? 
If  you  preached  to  a  people  pos- 
sessed of  any  thing  like  good  sense, 
they  would  consider  it  as  pervert- 
ing the  word  of  God,  and  whipping 
it  into  froth.    Instead  of  applaud- 
in?  you,  they  would  he  unahle  to 
endure  it.   But  if  your  people  be  ig- 
norant, such  thinTS  would  please 
them;  and  they  mav  ga/c,  and  ad- 
mire, and  smile,  and  say  one  to  ano- 
ther, it  may  be  in  your  hearing  too; 
"  Well,  what  a  man  !   Who  would 
have  thought  that  he  would  have 
found  so  much  gospel  in  that  text !" 
Ah,  very  true  :   who  indeed  ?  But 
what  would  the  apostle  Paul  say  ? 
44  Are  ye  not  carnal  ?"   Is  it  for  a 
man  of  God  to  41  court  a  »rinwhen 
he  should  woo  a  soul  ?"  For  shame! 
desist  from  such  folly,  or  lay  aside 
the  Cbristiai   ministry!    You  are 
commanded  to    44  feed  the  church 
of  God,  which  he  hath  purchased 
with  his  own  blood :"  but  it  is  not 
every  thing  that  pleases  a  people 
that  feeds  them  in  the  sense  of  the 
Apostle.     He  did  not  mean  to  di- 
rect the  Ephesian  elders  to  feed 
men's  fancies,  and  still  le«s  their 
prejudices  ;   but  their  spiritual  de- 
sires, and  which   is  accomplished 
only  by  administering  to  them  the 
words  of  truth  and  soberness.  If 
your  preaching  he  such  as  God  ap- 
proves, and  if  you  study  to  sh«w 


yourself  approved  of  him,  it  will 
lead  the  people  to  admire  your 
Saviour  rather  than  you,  and  ren- 
der him  the  topic  of  their  conver- 
sation. 

Con-ider.  thirdly,  Whether  both 
you  and  your  people  be  not  in  dan* 
ger  of  mistaking  this  spiritualizing 
passion  for  spirituality  of  mind,  and 
a  being  led  into  44  the  deep  things 
of  God?"  There  are  few  objects 
at  a  greater  distance  than  the  ef- 
fervescence of  a  vain  imagination, 
and  that  holy  and  humble  spirit  by 
which  spiritual  things  are  discern- 
ed ;  yet  the  one  is  often  mistaken 
for  the  other.  The  preacher 
dreams  of  deep  discoveries  ;  and 
the  people  wonder  to  hear  them  : 
but  what  saith  the  scriptures : 
'•  The  prophet  that  hath  only  a 
dream  mu-t  tell  his  dream  ;  but  he 
that  hath  God's  word,  let  him  speak 
it  faithfully  ;  for  what  is  the  chaff 
to  the  wheat  ?" 

Finilly,  Consider  the  consequen- 
ces which  must  follow  from  this 
practice.  If  an  unbeliever  come, 
iuto  your  assembly,  and  find  you 
arraying  Christianity  in  this  fancy 
dress,  is  it  likely  he  should  be  con- 
vinced of  all, — and  the  secrets  of 
his  h*art  being  made  manifest,  fall 
down  and  worship  God,  and  report 
tint  God  is  amongst  you,  and  that 
of  a  truth?  If  he  hear  you  treat 
of  the  historical  parts  of  bcripture, 
as  meaning  something  very  differ* 
ent  from  what  they  appear  to  mean, 
will  he  not  say  that  you  are  mad, 
— and  be  furnished  with  a  handle 
for  representing  religion  itself  as 
void  of  truth  and  good  sense  f  Or 
if  he  hear  you  interpret  the  mira- 
cles which  Christ  wrought  in  proof 
of  his  Messiahship,  of  that  change 
which  is  now  wrought  in  the  minds 
of  sinners  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  will 
he  not  say,  that  you  yourselves 
appear  to  consider  the  whole  as  a 
string  of  fables,  and  are  employed 
in  finding  out  the  morals  of  them  ? 

But  perhaps  you  are  seldom  at- 
tended by  men  of  this  description. 
Be  it  so:  what  think  you  must  be 
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the  effect  of  such  preaching  on 
professing  Christians,  nominal  or 
real  ?  The  former  will  either  fall 
asleep  under  it,  as  something  which 
does  not  concern  them  ;  or,  if  they 
attend  to  yon,  and  understand  your 
interpretations,  they  will  think 
they  are  quite  in  the  secret,  and 
set  themselves  down  for  deep 
Christians  ;  when,  in  truth,  they 
know  nothing  yet  as  they  ought  to 
know.  And  as  to  real  Christians, 
their  souls  will  either  pine  under 
your  ministry,  or,  hv  contracting  a 
false  taste,  will  thirst  after  the 
froth  of  human  fancy,  to  the  ne- 
glect of  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
word  ;  and  instead  of  growing  in 
grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  will  make  no 
progress  in  either 

It  is  an  easy  thing  for  a  man  of 
a  luxuriant  imagination,  unencum- 
bered by  judgment,  to  make  any 
thing  he  pleases  of  the  scriptures, 
as  well  as  any  ether  book ;  but  in 
so  doing  he  must  destroy  their  sim- 
plicity, and,  of  course,  their  effica- 
cy ;  which,  in  fact,  is  reducing  them 
to  nothing.  If  they  be  not  appli- 
ed to  their  appropriate  uses,  they 
are  perverted  ;  and  a  perverted 
good  proves  the  greatest  of  evils. 
Tims  it  is  that  characters  abound 
who  are  full  of  Scripture  language, 
while  yet  tpey  are  awfully  destitute 
of  Scripture  knowledge,  or  scrip- 
tural religion.  GAIUS. 
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An  Apology  for  Mary  Magiialene. 
De  morluis  nil  nisi  verum. 

In  this  Agt  of  Apologies,  it  is 
more  than  probable  thai  some  read- 
ers may  be  almost  startled  at  the 
very  title  of  the  present  paper. 
They  will  not,  however,  it  is  hop- 
ed, suspect  that  the  Kvangelical 
Magazine  should  be  the  channel  of 
conveying  to  the  public  eye  an 
apology  for  any  kind  of  vice  ;  and 
far  be  it  from  the  writer  of  this  es- 


say  to  attempt  to  soften  down  the 
deformed  features  of  sin  in  any  de- 
gree. Let  sin  always  be  repre- 
sented in  its  own  haggard  forms  ; 
and  let  the  children  of  men  always 
be  told,  and  let  them  bear  in  mind, 
that  "whoremongers  and  adulter- 
ers God  will  judge/'*  "  Be  not 
deceived;  neither  fornicators,  nor 
adulterers,  nor  effeminate,  shall  in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  God."t 

An  apo  ogy  for  Mary  Magt'alene 
may  sound  somewhat  strange  in  ihe 
ears  of  such  pious  readers  of  the 
BiLle,  as  may  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  forming  a  very  unfavoura- 
ble idea  of  her  character  and  way 
of  life  before  her  conversion.  It 
is  not  an  encomium  of  her  attach- 
ment to  the  gospel  of  Christ,  after 
she  became  his  faithful  and  zeal- 
ous disciple,  that  is  now  aimed  at — 
this  would  be  quite  unnecessar}- ; 
but  it  is  a  vindication  of  her  moral 
character,  even  be/ore  her  conver- 
sion, that  is  at  present  attempted. 

An  infidel  "without  a  Bible,  in  a 
late  publication,  has  styled  Mary 
Magdalene  u  a  woman  of  a  large 
acquaintance  ;"  and  has  impudent- 
ly insinuated,  that,  even  after  her 
profession  of  the  gospel,  she  wa9 
still  "  upon  the  stroll."  Writers 
without  a  Bible,  when  they  under- 
take to  write  against  it,  may  say 
any  thing  :  but  even  the  friends  of 
revelation  have  been  accustomed 
to  hear  Mary  Magdalene's  name 
connected  with  the  names  of  the 
chiefest  sinners  ;  such  as  Manasseh 
and  Saul,  before  their  conversion. 
We  have  heard  of  a  receptacle, 
humanely  intended  for  tho  refor- 
mation of  the  unhappiest  of  human 
beings,  bearing  her  name,  as  if  in 
a  I'rotestant,  as  well  as  in  a  Popish 
country,  she  was  considered  as  the 
patroness  and  tutelar  saint  of  pros- 
titutes ! 

But  where  are  the  proofs  that 
Mary  Magdalene  was  ever,  in  any 
part  of  her  life,  such  a  character 
as  she  is  generally  supposed  to  have 
been?   And  without  proofs,  why 
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is  it  that  such  an  unfavourable  idea 
respecting  her  is  so  generally  en- 
tertained ?  The  writer  says,  so  gen- 
erally ;  for,  Jet  it  be  known,  that 
such  an  idea  is  not  universally  adop- 
ted. It  is  rejected  by  those  who 
have  taken  the  pains  of  consulting 
the  only  authentic  account  we  have 
of  her — the  Evangelical  History. 
Tremble  not,  my  gentle  reader,  if 
it  should  be  said,  that  nothing  un- 
favourable to  the  moral  character 
of  this  woman  is  mentioned,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  part 
of  her  o-jen  history,  as  recorded  by 
either  of  the  four  Evangelists. 

It  is  the  design  of  this  essay  to 
vindicate  the  injured  character  of 
Mary  Magdalene  ;  and  the  argu- 
ments shall  be  derived  from  the 
only  sources  of  information  respec- 
ting her — the  sacred  Scriptures 
themselves;  and  the  circumstan- 
ces connected  with  her  history,  as 
recorded  by  the  Evangelists. 

If  there  were  nothing  more  to 
be  said  upon  the  present  subject, 
than  that  the  Scriptures  do  not  as- 
sert, either  directly  or  indirectly, 
that  Mary  Magdalene  was  a  woman 
of  ill  fame,  as  the  phrase  is  gener- 
ally understood,  it  were  sufficient, 
one  would  think,  to  vindicate  her 
character  from  the  positive  charge; 
and  no  danger  of  contradiction  is 
risked,  when  we  say,  there  is  not 
a  sentence  to  be  met  with  in  any 
part  of  the  Scriptures,  which  as- 
serts any  Buch'a  thing. 

We  do  read  of  "Mary,  called 
Magdalene,  out  of  whom  went  sev- 
en devils."*  This  has  been  sup- 
posed to  be  a  proverbial  expression, 
to  signify  that  she  was  a  person  of 
a  very  bad  character,  whom  Jesus 
reclaimed,  agreeable  to  the  Jewish 
style  ;  but  as  so  much  is  spoken 
of  dispossessions,  in  the  proper  sense 
of  the  word,  by  Luke,  it  is  most 
natural  to  suppose  this  (o  be  refer- 
red to  herc.t  That  she  had  been 
a  demoniac,  was  her  great  affliction 
and  unhappiness — no  good  can  be 
attributed  to  evil  spirits,  nor  to  the 

•  Luke TliL  2.  Mark  xvi.  9. 
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poor  creature  who  had  been  pos- 
sessed by  them,  on  that  account ; 
but  it  is  apprehended,  that  the 
common  idea  of  her  character  can- 
not be  derived  from  the  circum- 
stance of  her  having  had  seven 
devils  :  for,  if  so,  what  shall  we 
say  of  many  others  who  had  been 
possessed  by  devils  ?  What  shall  we 
say  of  certain  women,  which  had 
been  healed  of  evil  spirits,"  as  is 
mentioned  in  connexion  with  Mary 
Magdalene  herself,  Luke  viii.  2,3. 
What  shall  we  say  of  the  man  pos- 
sessed by  a  "  legion  of  devils  ?"* 
And  if  one  question  more  may  be 
asked,  what  shall  we  say  of  the 
"  herd  of  many  swine,"  concern- 
ing which  we  read,  that  "  the 
devils  went  out  of  the  man,  and 
entered  into  the  swine  ?rt  We  do 
not  speak  of  the  morality  or  immo- 
rality of  the  brute  creation. 

These  possessions  were,  it  h 
most  likely.supernatural  afflictions, 
which  peculiarly  prevailed  about 
that  time,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
monstrating the  superior  power  of 
Christ,  who  cast  them  out  with  a 
word.  It  is  probable  these  posses- 
sions were  rather  afflictions  than 
descriptions  of  characters ;  for 
"evil  spirits  and  infirmities"  are 
classed  together  in  the  account  of 
Mary  Magdalene,  and  the  other 
women  already  referred  to  :  and 
thus,  in  our  own  times,  insanity 
may  be  the  affliction  of  the  best 
as  well  as  of  the  worst  characters. 
In  this  respect,  M  there  is  one. 
event  to  the  righteous  and  to  the 
wicked."| 

There  are  some  other  circum- 
stances not  to  be  omitted  on  thi* 
subject,  as  they  may  haveadrgree 
of  weight,  as  points  of  collateral 
evidence. 

From  the  appellative  name,  and 
the  rank  in  life,  ascribed  by  the 
Evangelists  to  Mary  Magdalene,  it 
is  very  unlikely  that  her  character 
was  such  as  is  generally  supposed. 
Mary  was  her  proper  name,  and 
Magdalene  was  descriptive  of  th« 

•  I.ufcc  viii.  10.  t  Clijp.  Vui.  32,  3J, 
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place  of  her  birth,  or,  more  prob- 
ably, of  her  residence.  We  are  in- 
formed by  the  Evangelist  Matthew, 
(xv.  33.)  that  Christ  ••  came  into 
the  coasts  of  Maeda'.a,"  which  was 
a  town  in  Galilee,  beyond  Jordan. 
It  i?  probable  that  she  had  the 
appellative  name  of  Magdalene 
from  thii  place,  as  it  ha?  been  ob- 
served the  original  might  as  well 
be  rendered  Mary  :  .MczicUr.e, 
or  .Vary  of  Mzglulz.*  la  Luke 
xxir.  10.  in  the  original,  the  order 
of  the  word?  h  reversed.  « 
X*r*  >U;ks,  that  is.  .Vui-iu.V.* 
Mzt~j  ;  and  whilst  this  appellation 
was  intended  to  distinguish  her  from 
other  .Marys,  mentioned  in  the 
Evangelical  History-,  it  may  also 
intimate  the  rank  in  life  which  she 
sustained,  at  a  person  of  consider- 
able note  and  influence  ;  for  she  is 
mentioned  in  connexion,  and,  in 
point  of  order,  even  before  ••  cer- 
tain other  women"  of  respectabil- 
ity in  worldly  circumstances  ;  such 
as  -  Joanna,  the  wife  of  Chuza, 
Herod's  steward,  and  Susanna,  and 
Kisj  others,  which."  it  is  express- 
ly said,  "  ministered  unto  Christ  of 
their  substance.™ 

It  is  not  insinuated  here,  that 
persons  in  more  respectable  life 
are  remarkable  for  the  chastity  of 
their  chara'-'.-rs.    The  situation  of 
this  woman  is  mentioned  only  as  a 
circumstance  which  renders  it,  at 
least,  improbable  that  she  was  suck 
a  ptrrn  as  is  generally  thought. 
If  poverty  be,  not  unfrequently,  a 
plea  whic  i  many  »jn'iappy  wretch- 
es have  fcr  their  immoral  conduct, 
no  such  t-iea  could  be  made  in  the 
pre-:  r.t  ca»e.  and  therefore  it  is 
not  probable  that  this  Mary  was 
such  a  character. 

After  w  hat  has  been  said,  it  mav 
cot  be  improper  just  to  take  notice 
of  one  or  two  circumstances  more, 
which  may  be  supposed  to  have 
given  apparent  reasons  for  the 
common  idea  of  this  womaa°l  coo- 
duct  before  her  conversion. 

The  learned  Dr.  Light  foot,  find- 
ing in  some  of  the  Talmuduis' 

•  9n  Dc*i^j-  <m  Lake  -nci-  Mr. 


writings,  that  Mary  Magdalene  sig- 
nified Mary  the  plciter  of  Aatr, 
thought  it  applicable  to  her,  she 
having  been  noted  in  the  days  of 
her  iniquity  and  infamy  for  that 
plaiting  of  hair,  which  is  opposed 
to  modest  apparel,  I  Tim.  ii.  9. 
Bat,  surely,  (with  all  submission  to 
our  English  Talmudist)  the  appel- 
lation of  .Magdalene  is  better  ac- 
counted for  from  the  circumstance 
of  her  coming  from  a  place  call* 
ed  Msg  da!  a.  as  the  generality  of 
their  learned  commentators  have 
thought.* 

Another  circumstance  which  may 
have  given  rise  to  the  common 
idea  of  this  Mary's  character,  may 
be  derived  from  the  account  of  the 
••  woman''  lithovt  a  name.  41  which 
had  been  a  sinner,"  mentioned  by 
Luke  in  his  seventh  chapter:  but 
the  circumstance  of  the  histories 
render  it  improbable  that  it  was 
3Iary    Magdalene.     ••  Who  this 
woman  was  (saj.  s  Mr.  Henry,  on 
the  place)  that  here  testified  so 
great  an  aiTecticn  to  Christ,  doth 
not  appear:  it  is  commonly  said  to 
be  Mary-  Magdalene,  but  1  find  no 
ground  in  scripture  for  it    She  is 
described,  chap,  viii.  2.  and  Mark 
xvi.  9.  to  be  one  out  of  whom  Christ 
had  cast  seven  devils;  bat  that  is 
not  mentioned  here,  and  therefore 
it  is  probable  that  it  was  not  she.™ 
Dr.  Hammond  and  Dr.  Doddridge 
are  of  the  same  opinion.    And  the 
Bishop  of  Landaff.  in  his  late  -  Apol- 
ogy for  the  Bible,"  (in  answer  to 
the  In  fidel  s-uhout  a  Bible,  already 
referred  to)  **  in  opposition  to  the 
insinuation  that  Mary  Magdalene 
was  a  common  woman,  wishes  it 
to  be  considered,  whether  there  is 
any  scriptural  authority  for  that  im- 
putation.'** In   company  with 

Henry,  Hammond,  Doddridge,  am) 
Watson,  the  writer  of  thia  fumble 
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essay  thinks  there  is  no  scriptural 
authority  for  such  an  imputation. 

From  the  Evangelical  History, 
it  appears  that  Mary  the  Magda- 
lene, was  a  woman  out  of  whom 
there  went  seven  devils;  that  she 
became  a  zealous  disciple  of  Christ ; 
she  thought  it  no  diminution  of  her 
rank  to  attend  his  personal  minis- 
try, with  other  honourable  women. 
She  ministered  unto  him  of  her 
substance,  and  thought  it  an  hon- 
our to  lay  at  his  dear  feet  a  part  of 
what  Heaven  had  but  lent  her. 
She  was  present  with  two  other 
Morys,  at  the  crucifixion  of  her 
Lord,  where  apostles  (John  ex- 
cepted) had  not  courage  to  be  seen. 
She  went  to  pay  him  honours  at 
his  sepulchre,  early  on  the  first 
day  of  the  week.  She  stood  weep- 
ing at  the  sepulchre,  when  she 
found  not  her  Lord.  They  who 
honour  him,  shall  be  honoured 
again  by  him  in  gracious  return. — 
Sue  was  honoured  with  the  first 
sight  of  the  risen  Saviour — she  was 
honoured  with  a  condescending 
and  gracious  interview.* 

It  we  wish  to  set  forth  the  amaz- 
ing riches  of  divine  grace  in  the 
conversion  of  the  greatest  sinners, 
and  the  efficacy  of  the  blood  of 
Christ  to  wash  away  their  guilty 

•  Joho  xix.  25.  xx. 


stains,  we  may  say,  as  Christ  himself 
has  said,  that M publicans  and  harlots 
have  believed  in  him  ;t"  but  there 
is  no  occasion  to  place  Mary  Magda- 
lene by  name,  among  such  char- 
acters. We  may  say  that  "  the 
blood  of  Christ  cieanseth  from  all 
sin,"  and  refer  to  that  catalogue  of 
crimes  and  pardons  mentioned  in 
1  Cor.  vi.  9,  10,  1 1,  but  there  is  no 
occasion  to  mention  Mary  Magda- 
lene. We  may  tell  of  the  won- 
derful power  of  Christ  over  all  the 
powers  of  hell,  and  then  indeed  we 
may  properly  refer  to  the  case  of 
Mary  Magdalene  and  many  others, 
who  were  once  unhappy  demoni- 
acs, but  that  Christ  cast  out  the 
evil  spirits  with  a  word.  "  What- 
soever things  are  true,  whatsoev- 
er things  are  just,  think  on  these 
things."} 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion 
of  the  world  respecting  the  char- 
acter of  Mary  of  Magdala,  «ehe  is 
now  beyond  the  reach  and  influ- 
ence both  of  "  evil  report  and  good 
report."  However  she  may  be 
M robbed  of  her  good  name"  on 
earth,  she  is  now  forever  happy 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

H  ANTON  IENSIS. 
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ADDRESS 

OF  THE  BAPTIST  BOAIID  OV  FOREIGK  MISSION'S  FOR  TlIF.  UNITED  bTATLI. 


The  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  for  the  United  States, 
grateful  for  the.  support  and  en- 
couragement which  they  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duties,  have  again  the  pleas- 
ure of  presenting  the  annual  Ad- 
dress required  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  Convention. 


They  are  happy  in  the  (reflection 
that  the  events  of  another  year 
serve  to  confirm  the  expectnlion* 
and  increase  the  joy  of  the  thou- 
sands who  are  -wailing  for  the  con- 
solution  of  the  latter  day,  and  who, 
from  the  signs  of  the  times,  have 
concluded  that  the  promised  pe- 
riod cannot  be  distant.  The  ardour 
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of  the  supporters  of  Bible  Institu- 
tions discovers  no  indication  of 
abatement ;  while  endeavours  to 
teach  the  young,  the  adult  and  the 
a^ed,  to  read  for  themselves  the 
•rharter  of  salvation,  have  been  em- 
ployed and  made  useful,  to  an  ex- 
tent not  exceeded,  they  believe,  in 
any  year  since  the  introduction  of 
Christianity.  That  zeal  for  the 
Lord  of  Hosts  which  has  recently 
translated  the  scriptures  into  most 
of  the  languages  of  the  earth,  is 
still  engaged.  It  presents  to  the 
world  an  example  sought  in  vain  in 
the  history  of  the  spread  of  false 
religions  systems.  What  efforts 
were  ever  made  by  the  disomies  of 
Zoroaster,  of  Brumha,  or  of  Ma- 
homet to  translate  their  sacred  voJ- 
nmes  into  other  languages  ?  They 
had  still  remained  in  their  native 
Chinese,  Sungskrit  and  Arabic  ob- 
scurity, had  not  the  industry  of 
Christians  brought  them  forth  to 
the  light.  It  is,  probablv.to  be  re- 
solved into  the  wrong  idea  formed 
by  the  Jew,  that  the  smiles  of  Heav- 
en were  to  be  confined  to  his  own 
nation,  that  no  more  attention  was 
paid  to.  translating  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. It  is  well  known  the  Sep- 
tuagint  version  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  literary  ambition  of  Ptolemy, 
and  not  to  the  desire  of  Hebrews 
for  the  diffusion  of  the  Scriptures. 
Bat  the  tim*5  has  arrived  when  the 
friends  of  Christ,  not  fearing  the 
universal  investigation  of  a  volume 
which  they  are  conscious  is  the  re- 
cord of  God,  and  persuaded  that  it 
conveys  to  a  dying  world  the  words 
of  eternal  life,  are  u-ing  means  to 
fend  it  unto  all  people,  nations  and 
languages,  (hat  dwell  in  all  the 
earth.  Missionaries  in  lands  remote 
are  explaining  to  the  heathen  its 
sacred  contents  ;  and  where,  in  the 
movement  of  a  mysterious  Provi- 
dence, death  diminishes  their  num- 
ber, fresh  servants  of  the  Lord  ap- 
proach to  perpetuate  the  work. 
Prophecy  is  illustrated  and  estab- 
lished by  its  glorious  accomplish-' 
"mont,  and  the  prayers  of  the  saints 
are  idfcrsasrngly  answered  and  en- 


couraged. The  Sun  of  Zion  has 
risen,  which  shall  no  more  go  down. 

The  Board  have  reason  for  grat- 
itude for  the  mercies  that  have 
been  extended  to  the  mission  at 
Rangoon.  The  gospel  by  Matthew 
has  been  translated  by  Mr.  Judson, 
and  printed  by  Mr.  Hough  in  Bur- 
man,  and  a  few  tracts,  designed  to 
explain  the  principles  of  the  gos- 
pel, have  been  published  in  the 
same  language.  Messrs.  Colman 
and  Wheelock,  with  their  wives, 
have  safely  arrived  at  their  destina- 
tion. The  circumstance  that  their 
pious  conversation  and  example 
were  rendered  instrumental  to  the 
conversion  cf  several  of  the  ship?s 
company,  offers  encouragement  to 
future  missionaries,  and  furnishes, 
we  trust,  a  token  of  the  success  that 
shall  crown  their  future  labours. 
Experience  has  proved  that  the 
climate  of  Burmah  is  not  unfriendly 
to  health  while  its  population,  and 
its  proximity  to  China,  Siam,  and 
other  mission  fields,  display  the 
importance  of  the  station.  Diffi- 
culties, nevertheless,  must  be  ex- 
pected. The  manners  of  the  Bur- 
mans  are  fierce  and  untractable, 
anil  their  attachment  to  their  idol- 
atries blindly  ardent.  The  recent 
military  measures  in  the  hither  In- 
dia, have  created  a  spirit  of  jealousy 
among  them,  and  induced  the  sus- 
picion that  white  men  are  emissa- 
ries. The  Board  would  be  ready  to 
conclude  that  the  stay  of  the  breth- 
ren in  Burmah  depended  or  the 
caprice  of  the  emperor,  were  they 
not  satisfied  that  the  hearts  of  kings 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord.  The 
design  of  the  late  expedition  of  Mr. 
Judson,  undertaken  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  a  convert  from  among 
the  Mugs  to  assist  in  the  mission, 
is  fully  approved  by  the  Board,  and 
will,  they  have  no  docbt,  meet  the 
approbation  of  all  the  friends  ol 
Zion.  The  disappointments  at- 
tendant on  the  voyage  were  such 
as  no  human  prudence  could  fore- 
see. They  affectionately  sympa- 
thize with  their  brother  under  the 
trial  he  has  experienced,  and  pray 
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that,  as  the  means  or  surmounting 
every  obstruction,  himself  and  his 
associates  may  be  favoured  with  an 
abundant  u  supply  of  the  Spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ." 

The  Board  has  viewed  with  sat- 
isfaction the  labours  of  their  mis- 
sionary brethren  Peck  and  Welch, 
at  St.  Louis.  A  Baptist  church  has 
been  formed  there,  which  is  grad- 
ually increasing.  A  new  place  of 
worship,  in  a  pleasant  and  conspic- 
uous part  of  the  town,  has  been 
erected.  It  is  already  in  part  paid 
for.  The  church  at  Salem,  Mas- 
sachusetts, has  generously  aided 
the  attempt  by  presenting  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
dollars.  It  is  hoped  the  benevo- 
lence of  other  churches  and  breth- 
ren will  assist  in  extinguishing  the 
remaining  incumbrance.  The 
brethren  there  have  done  much  in 
openin?  and  encouraging  schools, 
in  seeking  acquaintance  with  Indian 
chiefs,  and  ascertaining  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  tribes  scattered 
through  the  territories.  They 
have  travelled  in  various  directions, 
preaching  the  everlasting  gospel, 
animated  with  the  expectation  that 
the  Lord  will  make  the  wilderness 
of  the  west  u  like  Eden,  and  her 
desert  like  the  garden  of  the  Lord  ; 
joy  and  gladness  shall  be  found 
therein,  thanksgiving,  and  the 
voice  of  melody." 

The  high  expense  of  living  at 
St.  Louis  has  produced  regret  and 
difficulty.  The  brethren  have 
proposed  that  one  of  them  remove 
to  St.  Charley  a  neighbouring  sit- 
uation, where  subsistence  can  be 
procured  on  easier  terms,  and  the 
prospect  of  establishing  a  pernn- 
nent  school  is  fair  and  inviting. 
The  Eoard  have  approved  the 
measure,  and  recommended  its 
adoption. 

The  assiduoin  and  self-denying 
labours  of  their  missionary.the  Rev. 
Isaac  M'Coy,  in  the  Illinois  state, 
have  imparted  the  liveliest  plea- 
sure. He  ha9  shown  himself  will- 
ing to  forego  the  conveniences  of 

.a    «0ttlo<l    rniintru      ir\A    *r%  ck  


nilh  the  hope  of  diminishing,  the 
afflictions  of  an  uncivilized  state  of 
society.  He  is  ready  to  live  and 
die  among  the  aborigines,  if  he  may 
but  be  the  means  of  teaching  them 
the  way  to  heaven  through  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus  He 
had  pat  up  a  piain  buildine  for  his 
family,  and  as  a  place  where  the 
Indians  might  re.-.eive  religious  in- 
instruefnr  ^ince  which  he  has 
found  encouragement  to  settle  on 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
under  circumstances  which  prom- 
ise a  greater  sphere  of  usefulness. 
The  Board  are  of  opinion  the 
change  proposed  is  desirable,  and 
the  more  so,  as  the  disposal  of  the 
building  he  has  erected  will  prob- 
ably more  than  remunerate  the 
original  cost.  The  nearness  of 
the  new  site  for  missionary  exer- 
tions to  the  brethren  in  the  Mis- 
souri territory,  will  enable  them  to 
strengthen  each  other's  hands. 

The  labours  of  the  Rev.  Hum- 
phrey Posey  amongthe  Cherokees, 
have  been  zealous,  and  marked 
with  holy  prudence.  His  schools 
have  been  well  attended.  A  tem- 
porary suspension  of  them  has  aris- 
en, chiefly  owing  to  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  nation;  the  question 
being  as  yet  undecided  whether 
they  will  continue  to  occupy  the 
soil  of  their  fathers,  or  retire  far^ 
ther  westward. 

The  Sandusky  Indian-,  during 
the  year  past,  have  been  repeat- 
edly visited  by  Rev.  Henry  George, 
of  Owl  Creek,  Ohio,  who  has  ex- 
pressed much  sati-faction  at  ob- 
serving their  >olemn  attention. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Eastman  has  bo- 
gun  his  labours  in  the  vicinity  of 
Notches  and  St.  Francisville.  He 
feeds  himself  greatly  encouraged. 
May  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  ac- 
company his  endeavours. 

Among  the  occurrences  which 
have  recently  taken  place  west  of 
the  mountains,  the  Board  has  wit- 
nessed, with  no  ordinary  satisfac- 
tion, the  removal  of  a  misappre- 
hension on  the  part  of  their  brcth- 
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«ion  Society.    It  has  been  the  gen- 
eral opinion  of  the  Board,  that  the 
reformation  and  spiritual  welfare 
of  the  Indians,  would  be  best  pro- 
moted  by    missionaries  opening 
schools  and  preaching  the  gospel 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  tent  and  wig- 
wam.    The  Kentucky  brethren 
were  in  favour  of  sending  for  In- 
dian youth  from  the  wilderness, 
and  educating  them  in  Kentucky. 
The  Board  sincerely  wished  them 
success.    They  were  far  from  sup- 
posing that  because  the  settling  of 
missionaries  in  the  bosom  of  the 
tribes  geemed  most  promising,  that 
this  consideration  ought  to  pre- 
clude attempts  at  instructing,  in 
any  way,  the  children  of  the  ab- 
origines;  but  to  assist  that  Society 
in  its  endeavours,  by  appropriating 
any  of  the  funds  intrusted  to  their 
management,  it  was  believed  their 
responsibilities  would  not  warrant. 
A*  a  period  when  it  became,  for 
several  reasons,  peculiarly  desira- 
ble that  the  sentiments  both  of  (he 
Board  and  of  the  Society  should 
be  understood  in  the  clearest  man- 
ner, the  Rev.  Mr  Rice,  agent  of 
the  Board,  was  at  the  Great  Cross- 
ings.   The  exposition  of  mutual 
views  which  then  took  place,  ter- 
minated in  a  manner  most  pleasing 
and  satisfactory.     The  Society 
voted  itself  an  auxiliary   to  the 
Board,  and  the  Board  engaged  to 
appropriate  its  funds  to  such  ob- 
jects, only,  as  the  Society  shall  de- 
signate, and  in  every  way  to  facili- 
tate, to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
a  common  design.    Such  mutual 
and  affectionate   harmony  among- 
fellow-labourers  in  the  service  of 
the  Son  of  God,  is  sweet  as  the 
ointment  of  Aaron,  and  refreshing 
as  the  dews  of  Hermon. 

To  the  plans  that  are  in  opera- 
tion for  colonizing  a  part  of  the 
world  that  ha9  for  ages  been  sunk 
in  ignorance,  bondage  and  afllic- 
tion,  the  Board  wishes  the  most 
ample  success.  It  cannot  reasona- 
bly be  supposed  that  numerous 
bands  of  men,  in  possession  of  the 


pecially  of  the  word  of  life,  can 
settle  on  African  shores  without 
meliorating  the  state  of  socuty. 
Such  a  course  must  tend  to  elevate 
the  character  of  the  people  of  col- 
our to  that  point  which  shall  open 
before  them  the  advantages,  and 
excite  the  habits,  of  self-govern- 
ment and  industry.  The  Christian 
will  surely  discover  in  the  Nation- 
al Colonization  Society,  a  new  and 
and  encouraging  presage  of  the 
spread  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 
and  cheerfully  wait  the  fulfilment 
of  the  prophecy,  "  From  beyond 
the  rivers  of  Ethiopia  my  suppli- 
ants, even  the  daughter  of  my  dis- 
persed, shall  bring  mine  offering." 

A  communication  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Rev.  O.  B.  Brown, 
of  Washington  city,  stating  that 
there  are  two  coloured  brethren 
of  the  church   at  Richmond,  of 
good  ^moral  character,  of  ardent 
piety,  and  possessing  talents  for 
the  ministry,  that  have  been  tried 
for  several  years,  and  are  much 
approved.     They  are  willing  to 
leave  America,  and  attempt,  on  the 
soil  of  their  forefathers,  to  preach 
the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 
In  the  fall,  it  is  expected,  they 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  going 
out  in  a  vessel  which  will  sail  un- 
der the  sanction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States.    They  wish 
to  place  themselves  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Baptist  Board  of  Mis- 
sion*, not  so  much  for  the  sake  of 
funds, — for  these  they  in  a  good 
degree  possess, — as  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  such  counsel  and 
information  as  the  Convention  or 
its  Board  may  be  able,  lime  after 
time,  to  communicate,  and  to  en- 
joy the  assurances  of  their  affec- 
tion and  co-operation.    The  Board 
have  taken  these  brethren  under 
their  patronage,  and  encouraged 
them  to  spend  the  interval  between 
the  present  time  and  their  sailing, 
in  improving  their  minds  to  the 
utmost  practicable    extent.  The 
recommendation  of  the  Convention 
to  the  people  of  colour  to  form 
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has  been  the  means  of  exciting  the 
zeal  of  these  brethren  to  seek  a 
home  on  4fric's  coast. 

Various  communications  have 
been  received  on  the  subject  of 
the  Institution  connected  with  the 
Board,  for  affording  education  to 
such  pious  youth  as  shall  have  been 
approved  by  the  churches  as  can- 
didates for  the  ministry.  Some 
parts  of  the  plan  proposed  for  con- 
sideration are  objected  to,  particu- 
larly in  reference  to  the  qualifica- 
tions for  a  pupil's  entering,  which 
are  thought  discouraging,  because 
too  high.  This,  and  any  other  ob- 
jections that  may  offer,  will  become 
the  subject  of  deliberation  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention  in  April 
next,  to  which  period  the  adoption 
of  a  plan,  and  the  organizing  the 
Institution,  are  laid  over.  It  will 
be  gratifying  at  that  time  to  know 
the  wishes  of  the  churches  and 
brethren  generally,  as  they  will,  no 
doubt,  be  attentively  regarded.  In 
the  mean  time  the  young  brethren, 
now  in  Philadelphia,  will  continue 
to  be  boarded  and  instructed,  as 
during  the  past  year,  from  funds 
wholly  distinct  from  those  collect- 
ed for  missionary  purposes. 

The  Board  feel  it  their  duty  to 
ptate,  that  they  are  increasingly 
gratified  with  the  active  services 
of  their  agent,  the  He  v.  Mr.  Rice. 
They  pray  that  his  health  and  life 
may  be  continued,  and  that  the 
God  of  Abraham  may  be  his  shield 
and  his  exceeding  great  reward. 
He  is  affectionately  commended  to 
public  attention  and  respect. 

Brethren,  it  is  our  happiness  to 
live  in  an  age  when  the  cuuse  of 
Christ  is  pressed  on  the  attention 
of  his  people  by  the  most  reviving 
considerations.  To  each  of  us  He 
is  saying,  4i  It  is  good  that  thou 
shouldest  take  hold  of  this  ;  yea, 
also  from  this  withdraw  not  thine 
hand."  In  the  days  of  Nehemiah, 
when  the  wall  about  Jerusalem 
was  building,  it  is  mentioned,  to 
the  reproach  of  the  nobles  of  Te- 
koa,  that   «'  choy  put  not  their 
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necks  to  the  work  of  the  Lord." 
Others,  however,  as  if  incited  by 
their  inaction  to  greater  assiduity, 
applied  themselves  vigorously  to 
the  sacred  task.  Several  rulers  of 
Jerusalem  and  neighbouring  cities, 
engaged  in  the  work,  and  the  men 
of  Jericho  and  of  Gibeon,  of  Mizpah 
and  Zanoah  joined  them.  "Gold- 
smiths, apothecaries,  merchants" 
united  their  labours.  Pious  ladies 
were  also  employed.  "  Shallum, 
the  son  of  Halosheth,  the  ruler  of 
the  half  part  of  Jerusalem,"  re- 
paired, "he  and  his  daughters." 
To  the  prompt  and  generous  en- 
deavours of  females,  the  friends  of 
missions  are  under  the  strongest  ob- 
ligations. It  is  believed  that  their 
amiable  exertions,  so  far  from  abat- 
ing, increase.  Of  the  female  en- 
gaged as  was  Priscilla  and  others,, 
in  the  service  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
it  ma)'  be  said,  "  strength  and  hon- 
our are  her  clothing,  and  she  shall 
rejoice  in  time  to  come." 

It  is  recorded  of  Baruch,  the  son 
of  Zabbai,  that  he  "  earnestly  re- 
paired." Earnestly  to  engage  in 
advancing  the  kingdom  of  Immanu- 
el,  in  diffusing  the  oracles  of  truth, 
in  lessening  the  miseries  of  man, 
and  expending  time  and  talent  in 
the  service  of  Him  who  has  redeem- 
ed us  to  God  by  his  blood,  is  a  most 
solemn  duty.  Work  is  placed  be- 
fore us,  and  requires  to  be  execu- 
ted with  all  the  might  that  can  be 
commanded,  —  while  the  eye  of 
faith  is  directed  for  a  blessing  to 
the  arm  and  promise  of  the  Lord. 


F.URACTHF  A  LETT  I R  I  ROM  THK.  RK\ 
MR.  JCDSOK,  TO  ONE  OE  THE  EJJI 
TORH,  DATED 

Jiangoon,  Oct.  9,  IS  le- 
tter, aiul  Dear  Sir, 

Youns  of  March  12  and  18,  1017, 
arrived  here  during  my  absence,  or 
I  should  have  replied  long  ago 
Yours  of  the  following  Novembvi 
was  brought  by  th«  brethren,  who 
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days. 
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war,  tban  attea»pt  to  ooen  it  bjj-  sceoe*  wbicb  I  aalxupaled,  aa4 
-*  •     1'*  ••::•-:  i   ^s-  •".  »  •  :  r.    "      i  :         lt  :         : : '  ;';.r:i:>  aj- 

•  i*r  •.•*•-.  w*  ;"•  i.-:  a>t.  I  •  ii  -  :5v»r  t^:; 
of  aracb  weirbt.    A  roral  order  in    tered.  aad  aety  aaaaj  wbicb  1 1 
tbM  coantri .  :  r.  -  -rb  powerful  for    er  Ibifjbl  a^  I  bare  f 
tbe  flip,  at  not  'ri  a                ::  n.-:e:        :  : 
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Be  persuaded,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I 
stand  in  real  need  of  your  fervent 
prayers,  that  1  may  partake  more 
of  that  spiritual  mindedness  which 
is  life  and  peace. and  that  I  may  dis- 
charge, with  a  humble  heart,  my 
solemn  obligations  to  my  brethren 
and  to  God. 

The  state  of  literature  in  this 
country  is  respectable.  The  learn- 
ed acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  Pali, 
which  is  a  dialect  of  the  Sanskrit  : 
it  is  writien  in  the  Burman  charac- 
ter, and  is  to  the  Burman  much  as 
the  Latin  is  to  the  English.  Atten- 
tion  is  paid  to  boys  when  they  ar- 
rive to  about  the  age  of  ten,  that 
they  learn  to  read  ;  and  the  kv- 
ouogs,  or  residences  of  the  priests, 
become  their  school  houses,  and 
the  priests  their  instructers.  The 
girls  are  excluded  from  this  privi- 
lege, though  it  is  by  no  means  un- 
common to  find  a  woman  who  can 
read.  Public  opinion,  however,  is 
unfavourable  to  their  acquiring 
book  information,  and  because  it 
has  ever  been  so,  they  acquiesce  in 
it.  Most  of  the  common  people 
are  able  to  read,  but  do  not  possess 
studious  minds.  Every  man  who 
can  read,  can  write  ;  both  branches 
are  taught  together,  and  the  read- 
ing and  writing  character  are  the 
same. 

The  Burmans  worship  (if  wor- 
ship it  may  be  called)  before  a 
monument  or  image  erected  to  the 
memory  of  Gwudama.  This  horri- 
ble act  is  performed  by  first  kneel- 
ing, then  bowing  the  face  to  the 
earth,  then  rising  and  sitting  in  a 
posture  which  brings  the  elbows 
easily  to  rest  on  the  knees,  the 
hands  are  elevated,  the  palms  of 
which  meet  together  before  the 
face,  when  the  idolater  begins  mut- 
tering in  a  low  voice,  that  prayer 
which  k*  is  an  abomination  to  the 
Lord/'  Frequently  a  bunch  of  (low- 
ers, as  an  offering,  is  held  be- 
tween the  hands  a"d  at  other  times 
a  lighted  taper, — sometimes  little 
flags  tied  to  stick*  ;  spiral  structures 
wrought  of  bamboo,  covered  in  a 
lanciful  manner,  and  of  considera- 


ble height  and  size  :  also  artificial 
trees  are  presented  as  offerings  . 
all  which  secure,  in  the  deluded 
creature's  imagination,  a  better  for- 
tune after  some  future  transmigra.- 
tion.  The  Burmans  are  at  liberty 
to  worship,  and  do  so,  on  any  day, 
or  at  any  time  ;  but  on  the  day  of 
the  new  moon,  the  8th,  the  full, 
and  the  3d  quarter,  they  more  par- 
ticularly perform  their  devotional 
exercises. — With  a  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  Burmans  are  bigoted- 
ly  attached  to  their  system  of  re- 
ligion ;  they  have  no  cast  to  lose, 
but  would  probably  suffer  persecu- 
tion, should  they  in  a  very  public 
manner  embrace,  and  publish  the 
gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Your  friend  and  brother, 

in  gospel  hope, 

GEO.  H.  HOUGH 


[The  following  letters,  addressed  to  Mr*. 
Titcomb,  widow  of  the  late  supercar- 
go, of  the  Independence,  ha\e  been 
placed  in  our  hands,  with  a  request 
that  they  might  be  inserted  in  the 
Magazine.  I  hey  are  so  honourable  to 
the  feelings  of  the  **  Board,"  and  to 
the  pious  female  Mi»ionary,  as  well 
as  to  the  memory  of  Capt.  Titcomb, 
that  we  cheerfully  comply  with  the 
request. 

Kuitors.] 

Philadelphia,  March  1k\  1819. 

D'ar  Madam, 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Baptist 
Board  of  Foreign  .Missions  for  the 
United  States,  when  the  afflicting 
intelligence  was  announced  of  the 
death  of  your  invaluable  husband, 
it  was  resolved  that  a  letter  should 
be  directed  to  yourself  expressive 
of  the  gratitude  of  the  Board  for 
the  constant  and  fraternal  attention 
rendered  by  him  to  their  Mission- 
aries, and  ol  their  sympathising  con- 
dolence" under  the  affliction  you 
have  been  railed  to  endure.  The 
duly  of  fulfilling  this  service  dr 
volves  on  me  a*  their  Secretary 
0  that  I  were  better  able  to  ac- 
complish the  interesting  task.  The 
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Board  will  ever  delight  to  cherish 
the  affectionate  and  grateful  re- 
membrance of  your  dear  departed 
companion  -r  but  they  feel  their  in- 
ability to  pour  into  your  afflicted 
bosom,  adequateconsolations.  They 
will  delight  to  commend  you  to 
those  sustaining  arms,  that  have 
ever  been  extended  to  the  widow 
and  the  fatherless.  God  is  not  un- 
righteous to  forget  the  services 
rendered  to  his  blessed  cause,  and 
will  I  doubt  not  return  a  blessing 
on  the  surviving  family  of  the  saint, 
he  has  taken  to  himself,  a  thousand 
fold. — I  remember  once  to  have 
heard  the  excellent  Mr.  Pearce  of 
Birmingham,  remark  that  reflecting 
on  the  possibility  of  his  being  taken 
away  from  his  family,  and  feeling 
distressed  at  the  idea,  a  passage  of 
scripture  came  with  sacred  force  to 
his  mind;  "Leave  thy  fatherless 
children,  and  let  thy  widows  trust  in 
me."  He  died  early,  but  his  wid- 
ow and  family  were  signally  provi- 
ded for  by  the  God  of  mercy.  Per- 
haps some  such  delightful  consider- 
ation supported  the  heart  of  your 
dear  husband  in  bis  departing  hour. 
1  know,  and  you  have  felt  the  truth 
that  the  ways  of  the  Lord  are  some- 
times involved  in  darkness  ;  of  his 
proceedings  he  gives  no  account. 
We  may  nevertheless  be  assured 
that  all  his  ways  are  right  and  good. 
Our  good  brother  Titcomb  did  not 
die  by  chance.  The  wise  and  mer- 
ciful providence  of  the  Lord,  with- 
out which  a  sparrow  cannot  fall, 
has  superintended  the  scene.  In 
the  midst  of  the  mysterious  trial, 
listen,  my  affectionate  friend,  to  the 
voice  which  says,  "  what  thou  know- 
eslnotnow,  thou  shalt  know  here- 
after.'1— Some  previous  consola- 
tions may  be  drawn  from  the  char- 
acter of  the  deceased.  You  know 
he  loved  the  Lord  Jesus,  his  people 
and  his  cause  ;  he  was  a  servant  of 
that  Saviour  who  has  said,  "  where 
I  am  there  also  shall  myservant  be." 
Let  not  your  meditations  wander 
through  the  depths  of  the  ocean. 
His  spirit  is  in  the  bosom  of  his  God, 
and  hi-  body  under  the  Redeemer's 


charge.  And  that  body  shall  come 
forth  a  glorious  body,  when  the  sea 
shall  give  up  the  dead  that  therein 
is,  "  through  the  dear  might  of  him 
that  walked  the  waves."  The  pre- 
sent is  a  world  of  trial  The  tie 
by  which  yourself  and  your  depart- 
ed friend  were  united  on  earth, 
however  tender  and  delightful,  was 
yet  a  mortal  tie  ;  it  was  its  destiny 
when  formed,  at  the  touch  of  death 
to  be  dissolved.  The  time  was 
alike  unknown  to  him  and  yourself. 
God  has  taught  you  the  time,  which 
hisiniinitecounsels  embraced.  May 
you  be  enabled  with  pious  submis- 
sion to  bow  to  his  holy  decision. — 
When  your  heart  is  overwhelmed 
within  you,  I  beseech  you  try  the 
efficacy  of  prayer.  Pour  out  your 
sorrows  before  the  Lord.  He  will 
regard  your  cry,  and  assist  you  to 
pass  through  the  waters,  cheered 
by  the  voice  of  his  compassion  and 
by  his  supporting  arm. — Mrs.  S.  and 
my  whole  family  though  unknown 
unite  in  respectful  and  sympathising 
remembrance.  May  we  ever  re- 
member if  we  are  the  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  we  shall  soon  meet  in 
the  Lord  where  sickness  and  death 
shall  be  no  more  known.  Accept 
the  assurance  of  my  respectful 
regards. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  your  serv  ant 
in  the  Lord  Jesus, 

WILLIAM  STAUGHTON. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MRS. 
WHEELOCK  TO  MRS.  TITCOMB,  WRIT- 
TEW  OS  BOARD  THE  SALAMANCA, 

Day  of  Bengal,  Sep.  3,  181S. 

The  late  affecting  dispensation 
of  Divine  Providence  in  removing 
the  dear  companion  of  your  life, 
from  this  world  of  toil  and  sorrow, 
induces  me,  without  apology,  to  ad- 
dress you.  Among  those,  who 
(were  it  in  their  power)  would 
mingle  their  tears  around  his  cold 
remains,  and  attempt  to  pour  the 
balm  of  consolation  into  the  w  ound- 
ed heart  of  his  bereaved  wife,  petf 
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nut  me  to  number  myself.  The 
Almighty  has  indeed  come  exceed- 
ingly near  toyou.  He  hastakenfrom 
your  fond  embrace  the  friend  of 
your  bosom — the  partner  of  your 
|oys  and  sorrows. — And  he  has  de- 
prived your  dear  helpless  children 
of  a  kind  and  excellent  father. 

You  will  believe  me  when  1  say,  I 
truly  sympathise  with  you,  in  your 
.heavy,  heavy  affliction.  The  only 
expression  however  1  can  give  of 
this,  is  to  communicate  some  of  the 
circumstancesofyourdearhusband's 
death,  which  you  may  not  have 
heard,  and  to  impart  consolations  to 
your  troubled  heart ;  by  directing 
you  to  those  pure  and  heavenly 
joys,  which  even  in  embryo  render 
the  possessor  infinitely  more  happy 
than  all  the  pleasures  of  this  pres- 
ent world,  and  which  will  blcom, 
and  forever  continue  to  expand  in 
the  world  of  celestial  glory.  1 
need  not  assure  you,  my  dear  Mrs. 
T. ;  that  this  event, though  dark  and 
ntricate,  will,  if  sanctified,  finally 
work  for  you  a  "  far  more  exceed- 
g  and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 
»  who  has  taken  your  dearest 
earthly  friend,  will  never  leave  you 
comfortless  :  No  !  he  declares  him- 
self to  \e  your  husband. — "  The 
Lord  of  hbets  is  his  name."  "A  fa- 
ther of  the  fatherless  and  a  judge 
of  the  widow  is  God,  in  his  holy 
habitation."  He  is  an  unchanging 
and  compassionate  God,  and  is 
abundantly  able  to  support  those 
upon  whom  he  lays  his  afflicting 
hand.  Every  arrow  from  the  quiv- 
er of  the  Almighty  will  only  exe- 
cute his  wise  and  holy  purpose. 
The  present  is  a  state  of  discipline, 
and  its  trials  he  graciously  employs 
as  a  means  of  preparing  us  lor  the 
peaceful  abodes  ol  eternal  blessed- 
ness. Yet,  when  our  prospects 
are  blighted,  our  expectations  dis- 
appointed, and  our  rising  sun  sets 
before  its  meridian,  we  are  often 
disposed  to  enquire,  why  is  it  we 
are  thus  afflicted?  Truly  the 
ways  of  the  Lord  are  not  as  our 


ways,  neither  his  thoughts  as  our 
thoughts. 

Undoubtedly,  my  dear  Mrs.  T. 
it  would  have  been  a  great  satisfac- 
tion to  you,  could  you  have  attend- 
ed him  in  his  last  illness,  sat  by  his 
bed,  and  caught  from  his  faultering 
lips  some  of  those  expressions  of 
love  to  the  Redeemer  which  he 
frequently  uttered.  But  1  trust 
you  feel  resigned  to  all  the  will  of 
God.  Ever  bear  in  mind  that  he 
is  too  wise  to  err,  and  too  good  to 
be  unkind.  You  certainly  have 
much  reason  to  bless  God  that  the 
valuable  life  of  your  dear  husband 
was  so  long  protracted  ;  nor  can 
we  ever  be  unmindful  ol  the  divine 
goodness  in  this  respect.  The 
seasons  we  enjoyed  together  on 
board  the  Independence,  in  which 
we  united  in  singing  the  praises  of 
the  Most  High  in  private  and  public, 
are  deeply  engraven  on  our  memo- 
ries. Nearly  alllhe  time  he  appear- 
ed toenjoy  large  communications  of 
divine  love,  and  sometimes  was  on 
the  suburbs  of  heaven,  especially 
while  reading  "  Baxter's  Saint's 
Everlasting  Rest." 

He  was  taken  sick  a  short  time 
after  his  arrival  in  Calcutta,  and 
recovered  a  little  ;  but  soon  had  a 
relapse.  During  the  whole  of  his 
sickness,  he  possessed  great  pence 
of  mind  and  real  resignation  to  his 
heavenly  Father's  will.  Mr.  Whee- 
lock  frequently  visited  him  and  re- 
peatedly read,  conversed  and  pray- 
ed w  ith  him.  He  loved  the  script- 
ures much,  and  would  ask  to  have 
some  passages  read  over  the  second 
and  third  time,  saying  they  were 
very  sweet  to  him.  When  1  last 
saw  him,  his  emaciated  counten- 
ance indicated  that  the  hour  of  dis- 
solution was  near  at  hand. — We 
were  afterwards  informed  Ins 
stre  ngth  w  as  so  far  exhausted  as  to 
render  it  necessary  to  convey  Inm 
to  the  ship  on  a  bed.  Wc  also  un- 
derslood(that  his  happy  spiiil,tliM  n- 
rumbered  of  mortality,  lock  us 
lli«lit.  !o  the  abodes  ol  the  ji.-t  made 
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perfect,  the  day  before  the  pilot 
left  the  vessel.  Were  it  in  my  pow- 
er, 1  would  ease  your  throbbing  bo- 
som by  giving  a  more  particular  ac- 
count. 

We  believe  he  was  eminently 
prepared  to  die  ;  that  to  him  death 
was  infinite  gain.— We  cannot  then 
mourn  his  removal  from  the  earth- 
ly house  of  this  tabernacle,  since  we 
know  he  had  a  building  of  God,  a 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 
in  the  heavens.  He  has  left  the 
church  militant,  to  join  the  church 
triumphant.  Sin,  the  believer's 
worst  enemy,  will  never  more  dis- 
turb his  peace;  nor  will  unlikeness 
to  the  dear  Redeemer,  over  which 
he  so  often  mourned,  again  distress 
his  happy  soul.  His  faith  is  lost  in 
rision;  he  beholds  the  great  Eternal 
face  to  face — and  is  changed  into 
the  same  image,  from  glory  to  glo- 
ry. Happy  saint !  While  we  are 
conflicting  with  a  body  of  sin  and 
death,  thou  hast  reached  thy  desti- 
ned port,  the  haven  of  celestial 
rest ;  and  in  possession  of  that  im- 
mortal crown,  which  the  righteous 
Judge  prepared  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Thematchlessglories 
of  heaven  now  burst  on  thy  aston- 
ished view;  thy  golden  harp  is  at- 
tuned to  Jehovah's  praise  ;  and  un- 
ceasingly bowing  before  his  holy 
throne,  thy  soul  is  swallowed  up  in 
the  endless  fruition  of  God  and  the 
Lamb.  What  extatic  bliss!  Re- 
deeming grace  and  dying  love  was 
the  theme  upon  which  he  dwelt 
with  raptures  here, and  nowhe  joins 
the  symphony  of  the  blood-washed 
throng  above,  with  unspeakable 
pleasure  and  profound  adoration. 
I  lis  spirit  is  invigorated,  his  powers 
are  all  enlarged,  and  he  is  capable 
of  receiving  greater  emanations  of 
divine  love  than  any  inhabitant  of 
this  vale  of  tears  can  possibly  enjoy. 
He  drinks  full  draughts  at  the  foun- 
tain of  blessedness.  The  bright 
sun  of  righteousness  now  pours  up- 
on his  happy  soul  his  most  delight- 
ful and  reviving  rays.  Nothing 
can  allay  his  joys,  or  damp  bis  sa- 
cred pleasures  ;-  -he  is  amazed  at 


the  boundless  wisdom  unfolded, 
and  transported  with  the  Saviour's 
charms,  while  he  cannot  forbear  ex- 
claiming, uO  the  depth  of  the  rich- 
es, both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowl- 
edge of  God."  Could  we  but  have 
a  glance  at  the  realms  of  unclouded 
day,  see  the  innumerable  multitude 
arraye<l  in  their  shining  apparel, 
and  hear  the  ascriptions  of  praise 
which  constantly  flow  from  their 
holy  lips,  to  Him  that  sitteth  on  the 
throne,  our  enlarged  souls  would 
be  filled  with  divineecstasies,would 
be  transported  at  the  thought  of  an 
eternity  of  holiness,and  rather  than 
wish  the  return  of  any  of  our  friends 
who  are  gone  thither,  we  should 
congratulate  them  on  their  safe  ar- 
rival, and  endeavour  to  be  in  entire 
readiness  for  the  hour  of  our  dis- 
mission. Say,  shall  we  weep  for 
those  who  die  in  the  Lord?  He 
has  pronounced  them  "  blessed." 
"  They  rest  from  their  labours,  and 
their  works  do  follow  them."  Let 
us  then  gird  up  the  loins  of  our 
minds,  and  press  towards  the  mark 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

O  may  your  loss  be  made  up  by 
the  enjoyment  of  the  divine  pres- 
ence. May  the  Lord  God  be  a  sun 
and  shield  unto  you,  and  in  the  mul- 
titude of  your  thoughts  within  you. 
may  his  comforts  delight  your  soul. 
In  the  morning  of  life  may  the  little 
ones  he  has  given  you,  be  consecra- 
ted to  his  blessed  service,  and  from 
that  time  cry  unto  him,  uMy  l  ath 
er,thou  art  the  guide  of  my  youth." 
Wheji  we  shall  have  performed 
and  suffered  all  the  will  of  God 
on  earth,  may  we  be  so  unspeaka- 
bly happy,  as  to  meet  our  dear  de- 
parted friends  around  his  throne, 
where  the  Lamb  that  is  in  the 
midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  all 
his  followers,  and  lead  them  unto 
living  fountains  of  water,  and 
where  God  shall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes. 

Yours  in  the  bonds  of  Christian 

affection, 

ELIZA  II.  WHEELOCK. 
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INDIAN  SCHOOL. 

Among  the  numerous  plans  which 
the  inventive  benevolence  ot*  the 
present  times  has  put  into  operation 
for  advancing  human  happiness,  the 
Indian  School,  established  near  the 
Great  Crossings,  Kentucky,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  not  he  one  of  the  least 
efficient.    The  idea  of  educating 
Indian  youth  in  the  Engii.^n  lan- 
guage, in  the  midst  of  civilization 
and  the  blessings  of  an  improved 
•ocial  condition. offers  itself  to  view, 
not  a3  the  visionary  dream  of  the 
imagination,  but  as  the  sober  proj- 
ect of  the  understanding,  calculated 
to  produce  the  most  substantial  ben- 
efits to  the  aborigines  of  our  coun- 
try.   The  experiment  is  now  mak- 
ing on  a  plan,  it  is  conceived,  some- 
what different  from  any  that  has  yet 
been  tried — that  of  not  merely  ed- 
ucating the  young  natives  in  our 
own  language,  and  in  those  general 
rudiments  and  elementary  parts  of 
learning,  which  are  a  sort  of  com- 
mon possession  in  our  improved 
state  of  society,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  as  an  essential  part  of  the 
system, in  the  arts,  and  the  industry, 
and  the  economy  of  civilized  life  — 
This  design  relies  for  success  on  the 
same  active  and  exalted  benevo- 
lence which  has  given  it  existence. 
For  its  enlargement  and  prosperity 
much  will  depend  on  the  wisdom 
with  which  it  shall  be  conducted, 
and  the  bounteousness  of  the  char- 
itable.   Although  objects  which  so- 
licit the  liberality  of  the  public  are 
Sfreatly   multiplied   already,  the 
Board  cannot  hesitate  in  making  a 
distinct  and  solemn  appeal  to  that 
liberality  on  behalf  of  this  school  in 
Kentucky  for  educating  young  In- 
dian*. Nor  can  they,  for  a  moment, 
sustain  the  burden  of  a  doubt, that  an 
enlightened  community  will  extend 
an  ample  patronage  to  this  interest- 
ing object.    Tkt  liberal  dmisefh  lib- 
eral things,  and  by  liberal  (Atngl  tkalt 
he  stand ! 


The  opening  of  the  School  offers 
a  prospect  in  no  common  degree 
gratifying  to  the  wishes  of  those, 
who  long  for  the  arrival  of  the  pe- 
riod when  the  wilderness  and  solitary 
place  shall  be  glad,  and  when  the 
desert  shall  rejoice,  and  blossom  as 
the  rose. 


MIAMI  AND  OTHER  INDIANS. 

FROM    MR.    ISAAC  M'l'OY  TO  THE  COR. 
SECRETARY,  DATED 

ileria,  (la.)  Apri!7,  1810. 

In  haste  I  write  you  a  few  line?, 
in  hope  they  will  be  received  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Board.    I  am  now  on  my 
way  to  Vincennes,  on  business  of 
the  mission,  the  most  important  of 
which  relates  to  the  acquisition  of 
a  more  eligible  spot  for  our  mission 
establishment.    The  Secretary  of 
War  has  granted  me  permission  to 
settle  among  the  Indians,  provided 
they  have  no  objection.  There 
are  two  places  which  at  this  time 
appear  inviting  :  one  is  a  Miami  re- 
servation on  the  Wabash,  about  one 
hundred  miles  from  our  present 
residence ;  the  other  is  atPiaiie-dn- 
Chien,  on  the  Missisippi.  Since 
last  December  I  have  been  endeav- 
ouring to  obtain  a  settlement  on  the 
former,  some  of  the  advantages  at- 
tending which  arc  the  following: 
1st,  It  is  a  large  reserve,  say  thirty 
miles  square,  which  will  afford  tol- 
erable room  for  operation.    2d,  On 
it  government  will  probably  erect 
the  two  mills,  and  settle  the  two 
smiths,  to  which  the  Miamies  are 
entitled  by  the  conditions  of  the 
late  treaty.    And  3d,  1 1  is  a  central 
point,  in  relation  to  reservation* 
made  by  the  tribe*.    I  have  alrea- 
dy made  arrangements  .with  the 
proper  persons,  f,»r  milking  a  trial 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Indians; 
the  house  and  land  which  we  at 
present  occupy,  can  readily  be  sold 
at  any  time  for  more  than  thrv  have 
C^t  at, 
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Ever  since  we  have  been  in  the 
service  of  the  Board,  we  have  felt 
ourselves  bound,  under  the  strong- 
est obligations,  to  observe  a  strict 
frugality.  Permit  us  to  live  where 
we  hope  we  may  be  most  useful  to 
the  miserable  Indiana,  and  if  there 
must  be  an  abridgment  of  the  sup- 
port which  sue  may  deem  necessary 
to  carry  our  plans  into  effective 
operation,  let  it  be  of  that  which  is 
jriven  for  our  subsistence.  I  now 
feel  as  if  I  had  rather  subsist  on  the 
dried  venison  of  the  Indians,  than 
be  denied  the  means  necessary  to 
render  the  mission  serviceable  to 
them;  but  my  resolution,  iugener- 
al,  is  too  much  like  Peter's.  It  is 
my  happiness,  however,  to  believe 
that  you  pray  for  us  ;  yea,  we  trust 
we  are  subjects  of  the  interces- 
sion of  One,  whose  prayers  are 
heard  always. 


FROM  MR.  SAMUEL    EASTMAN  TO  THE 
'  CORRESP.  SECRETARY,  DATED 

Notches,  March  23, 1S19. 

I  know  of  no  remarkable  relig- 
ious intelligence  to  communicate 
to  you.  In  many  of  the  congrega- 
tions which  1  visit,  a  solemn  seri- 
ousness is  depicted  on  each  coun- 
tenance during  the  time  of  service, 
and  some1  inquire  what  they  shall 
do  to  inherit  eternal  life.  The 
churches  are  receiving  gradual  ad- 
ditions, backsliders  are  returning, 
and  in  some  instances  lukewarm 
professors  are  shaking  off  the  slum- 
ber of  carelessness. 

It  has,  in  most  parts  of  the  State, 
become  disreputable  openly  to  de- 
ny the  divine  origin  of  the  Holy 
Bible.  Put  the  largest  part  of  our 
population  is  constituted  of  those 
who  are  stout  hearted  against  the 
power  of  -truth.  1  trust  you  will 
not  forget  how  much  we  stand  in 
need  of  your  supplications.  The 
more  1  contemplate  the  condition 
of  those  who  are  afar  oft' from  God, 
the  more  it  my  commiseration  en- 
listed in  their  behalf.    If  well  di- 
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rected  exertions  to  evangelize  the 
world  are  vigorously  pursued  by 
every  denomination  of  Christians, 
we  ought  to  entertain  no  doubt  but 
the  Lord  will,  in  due  time,  make 
these  exertions  effectual.  In  due 
time  shall  we  behold  the  troops  of 
hell  relinquishing  their  unequal 
warfare,  laying  down  the  weapons 
of  their  rebellion,  and  enlisting  un- 
der the  banner  of  Immanuel.  May 
the  followers  of  Christ  never  grow 
faint  or  weary  in  their  labour,  un- 
til the  triumphs  of  his  cross  shall 
be  extended  far  and  wide,  and  the 
whole  earth  be  filled  with  his 
glory ! 


ENGLISH  BAPTIST  MISSION. 

SERAMPORE. 

We  shall  close  our  Review  of 
this  Mission  from  page  68,  by  intro- 
ducing a  few  extracts  from  the  re- 
marks of  our  worthy  brethren  on 
the  subject  of 

NATIVE  SCHOOLS. 

"  On  this  subject,  we  can  only 
drop  a  few  hints  as  bearing  on  Mis- 
sionary Objects  ;  and,  indeed,  more 
is  not  necessary  here,  the  plan  for 
Native  Schools  being  detailed  in 
the  "  Hints'1  on  that  subject;  and 
the  present  state  of  the  Schools  in 
the  "  First  Report  of  the  Institu- 
tion for  Native  Schools." 

"As  a  means  of  introducing 
the  Gospel,  we  have  had  our 
thoughts  on  Schools  for  many  years; 
but  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  ren- 
dering them  efficient,  appeared 
such  as  almost  to  render  the  at- 
tempt hopeless. 

"  Schools  for  mere  Children, 
however,  did  not  include  the  whole 
of  our  object :  whilst  these  were 
not  to  be  neglected,  mental  food 
was  to  be  provided  for  Youths  of 
fourteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age, 
who  are  precocious  far  beyond 
those  of  that  age  in  Britain;  and 
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whose  minds,  as  yet  scarcely  im- 
bued with  the  madness  of  idolatry, 
were  in  a  better  state  for  receiv- 
ing ideas  than  the  mindsof  their  par- 
ents. Hence,  while  we  provided 
such  Elementary  Tables  of  the 
Alphabet  and  its  numerous  combi- 
nations of  Orthography  in  a  meth- 
od new  to  them,  and  of  Arithmetic 
on  the  British  plan,  as  should  ren- 
der the  instruction  imparted  supe- 
rior to  any  thing  yet  seen  in  their 
own  Schools,  and,  therefore,  attract 
even  the  children  of  the  rich  ;  we 
bad  to  select  those  accurate  ideas 
of  the  Solar  System,  Geography, 
and  General  History,  as  well  as 
respecting  their  Creator  and  Re- 
deemer, and  the  human  soul,  which 
9hould  enlighten  their  understand- 
ings, enlarge  their  views,  and  ren- 
der it  impossible  that  they  should 
continue  to  hold,  with  these  just 
ideas  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  the 
earth,  the  nature  of  God,  &c.  that 
baseless  system  of  idolatry  Jwhich 
they  had  received  from  their  ,  an- 
cestors. 

M  Should  asy  doubt,  whether  the 
encouragement  of  these  Schools 
be  a  proper  missionary  object; 
we  would  point  out  two  or  three 
circumstances  in  them,  which  tend 
to  prepare  Youth  for  the  cordial 
reception  and  the  profitable  peru- 
sal of  the  Scriptures,  after  leaving 
School : 

"  1.  Their  being  so  completely 
familiarized  with  all  the  combina- 
tions of  their  own  alphabet  in  the 
pkintkd  character,  must  exceed- 
ingly facilitate  their  perusal  of  any 
printed  work  hereafter  put  into 
their  hands  ;  and,  among  the  rest, 
of  the  sacred  Scriptures.  Every 
one  knows,  that  what  can  be  read 
with  ease,  is  likely  to  be  read  oft- 
en, if  deemed  important.  To  say 
nothing,  therefore,  of  the  addi- 
tional Mint uk it  of  READER!  formed 
by  those  Schools,  which  they  will 
probably  increase  in  a  tenfold  de- 
gree ;  the  superior  knowledge  ac- 
quired of  their  own  multifarious 
alphabetic  system,  must  render  t<hc 
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perusal  of  printed  books,  through- 
out the  whole  of  life,  that  pleas- 
ant and  delightful  employ  which 
reading  has  never  yet  been  to  the 
Natives  of  India. 

<;  2.   The  knowledge  which  they 
acquire  of  Geography  and  General 
History,   through  the  Compendi- 
ums  put  into  their  hands,  will  hap- 
pily prepare  them  for  the  perusal 
of  the  Scriptures ;    by  removing 
those  extravagant  ideas  of  a  Chro- 
nological and  Geographical  nature, 
on  which  the  whole  Hindoo  Sys- 
tem is  founded.     The   idea  of 
boundless  ages  and  endless  gene- 
alogies being  removed,  and  their 
notions  of  the  size  and  extent  of 
the  earth  corrected,  they  will  be- 
come far  better  prepared  to  under- 
stand and  believe  the  Sacred  Scrip- 
tures, than  while  they  imagined 
Mount  Soomeroo  to  be  eleven 
thousand   yozuns   high,   and  the 
whole  earth  to  be  formed  of  alter- 
nate continents  and  oceans,  resem- 
bling the  integuments  which  ap- 
pear in  the  section  of  a  tulip  root, 
Hiudoostan  forming  precisely  the 
middle  part !  And  their  being  pre 
viously  familiarized  with  the.  name* 
of  persons  connected  with  Scrip- 
ture History  ;    as  Moses,  David, 
Cyrus,  Ccesar,  kc.  together  with 
those  of  the  countries  and  cities 
mentioned  therein  ;  as  Egypt,  Ca- 
naan, Babylon,  Home,  Jerusalem, 
Sic.  must  render  the  Scriptures  far 
more  intelligible   and  interesting 
to  them  than  they   could  other- 
wise be. 

3.  The  ideas  which  they  must 
previously  gain,  too,  of  the  princi- 
pal doctrines  inculcated  in  the 
Scripture,  as — the  nature  and 
perfections  of  God — the  purity  of 
the  divino  law — God's  hatred  vi 
sin — the  equality  of  men  in  God- 
night — the  personality  of  the  uim 
man  soul ;  as  distinct,  on  the  one 
hand,  from  the  essence  of  God ; 
and,  on  the  other,  from  the  spirits 
of  the  beasts  that  perish — the  false- 
hood and  folly  of  the  doctrine  ol 
Transtnigraiion — the  certainty  oJ 
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dying  but  once,  and  of  Judgment 
instant Iv  succeeding — the  end  of 
the  World — the  Resurrection  of 
the  body — a  general  Judgment — 
an  unchanging  eternity  of  happi- 
ness or  misery  :  all  of  which  oc- 
cur in  the  various  compendiums 
given  them,  often  in  the  very 
words  of  Scripture,  must  natural- 
ly prepare  thfir  minds  for  the 
profitable  perusal  of  the  sacred 
volume. 

"  4.  Their  being  accustomed, 
for  year*,  to  cease  from  their  com- 
mon business  on  the  Sabbath,  the 
natural  effect  of  our  directing  the 
masters  not  to  attend  on  that  day, 
a  direction  with  which  even  their 
love  of  ease  makes  them  readily 
comply,  tends  by  no  means  to  in- 
dispose them  for  the  reception  of 
the  Scriptures.  Although  but  a 
mere  bodily  rest,  and  that  tempo- 
rary, its  effect  on  the  mind  hereaf- 
ter, in  enabling  them  to  understand, 
if  not  to  approve  what  the  Scrip- 
tures so  fully  inculcate  on  that 
subject,  is  not  to  be  despised  :  and 
if  Schools  be  continued  in  this 
country — an  object  which  we  trust 
the  Lord  will  stir  up  the  hearts  of 
his  people  to  secure — a  brother 
who  shall,  in  some  future  day,  go 
unto  any  one  of  these  villages  to 
make  known  the  word,  will  find, 
on  the  Sabbath,  a  young  congrega- 
tion at  leisure  to  bear;  and,  in  the 
numerous  passages  of  Scripture 
inlersper«ed  in  their  Compendi- 
um«,  a  text  or  theme,  already 
treasured  up  in  their  minds. 

"6.  But  the  manner  in  which 
these  Schools  endear  the  Europe* 
an  character  to  both  children  and 
parents,  must  open  a  way  to  their 
hearts,  in  a  decree  unknown  be- 
fore. A  doctrine,  which  differs 
from  all  their  former  ideas,  com- 
ing from  a  strange  countenance, 
and  exciting  doubts  as  to  the  mo- 
tivos  from  which  it  is  brought  to 
their  ears,  must  involve  a  combina- 
tion of  unpleasant  circumstances  re- 
lative to  the  word  of  life,  on  the 
reception  of  which  (heir  eternal 


happiness  is  suspended,  which  it 
would  be  desirable  to  lessen,  if 
possible.  This  is  done  by  these 
i^chools.  In  addition  to  these 
Youths  having  grown  up,  in  some 
small  degree,  acquainted  with  the 
Gospel,  their  being  led  to  contem- 
plate with  pleasu  re,  as  approving 
and  rewarding  them,  the  counte- 
nance of  the  messenger  of  peace, 
and  to  form  a  favourable  idea  of 
him  as  engaged  in  promoting  their 
happiness  in  a  way  which  they 
themselves  deem  meritorious,  must 
create  a  prepossession,  relative  to 
his  motives  and  the  purport  of  the 
message  which  he  brings,  of  no 
small  value  in  the  reception  of  the 
Gospel. 

M  6.  When  we  add  to  all,  the  in- 
creased number  of  readers  creat- 
ed by  these  >chools,  few  methods 
will  appear  likely  to  be  more  ef- 
fectual in  preparing  the  way,  in  a 
Heathen  country,  for  that  faith 
which  cometh  by  reading  and  ex*- 
amining  the  word  of  God. 

"We  cannot,  therefore,  but  adore 
the  goodness  of  God  in  inclining 
the  hearts  of  the  natives  so  fully 
to  welcome  these  Schools,  without 
which  the  whole  plan  must  have 
been  nipped  in  the  bud;  since,  if 
the  natives  had  not  cheerfully  sent 
their  children,  every  thing  else 
would  have  been  useless.  But 
the  earnestness,  with  which  they 
have  sought  these  Schools,  exceeds 
every  thing  that  we  had  previous- 
ly expected.  Nor  has  the  desire 
yet  ceased.  We  are  still  constant- 
ly importuned  for  more  Schools,- 
although  we  have  long  gone  be- 
yond the  extent  of  our  funds.  In- 
deed, respecting  the  supplies  fop 
the  present  year,  we  have  to  rely 
immediately  on  that  Almighty 
Friend  on  whom  Pro  feasor  Franck 
drew  continually  ;  for  as  yet  we 
scarcely  see  how  half  the  funds 
will  be  provided,  this  year,  fir  the 
hundred  Schools  already  establish- 
ed around  us.  But  this  we  know, 
that  the  Lord  is  aide  to  provide, 
and  that  none  who  trust  in  him 
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shall  be  put  to  shame.  The  en- 
couragement, indeed,  which  we 
have  received  frora  our  generous 
countrymen  throughout  India,  de- 
mands our  warmest  gratitude  ;  and 
we  are  almost  astonished  to  see 
how  the  natives  themselves  have 
come  forward  to  spread  light  in 
the  midst  of  their  own  country. 
Although  their  subscriptions,  as 
yet,  are  not  yery  large,  in  the  list 
of  Benefactors  the  view  of  one 
fourth  being  native  names  awakens 
sensations  of  joy  and  hope,  which 
we  once  ne  ver  expected  to  realize. 
It  will  not,  however,  appear 
strange,  that  India  should  not,  as 
yet,  be  able  to  supply  its  own 
wants  relative  to  native  Schools  ; 
and  we  are  persuaded,  that  those 
generous  minds  which  have  so  ful- 
ly provided  the  Scriptures  for  In- 
dia will  not  be  backward  in  stretch- 
ing forth  the  helping  hand  to 
Schools  :  which,  as  to  the  number 
of  readers,  will  increase  the  efh- 
ciency  of  kthe  Scriptures  in  a  ten- 
fold degree  ;  and,  with  reference 
to  their  being  perused  with  under- 
standing, in  a  degree  almost  beyond 
belief.  Meanwhile,  the  liberality 
of  the  friends  of  religion  in  Brit- 
ain, and  America  will  henceforth 
produce  a  re-action  on  the  minds 
of  the  natives  themselves,  while 
they  witness  the  generous  care  so 
unequivocally  manifested  for  their 
happiness  by  Foreigners,  distant 
from  them  so  many  thousand  miles  : 
a  re  action,  valuable,  indeed,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  ;  but  ef- 
fective, beyond  all  calculation,  in 
diffusing  light  and  knowledge 
through  the  whole  country.  We 
entreat  you,  therefore,  beloved 
Brethren,  to  bring  this  object  be- 
fore our  highly-valued  friends  io 
Britain  as  fully  as  possible  ;  and 
to  assure  them,  that  whatever  may 
be  contributed  to  the  Institution 
for  native  Schools,  we  will  sacred- 
ly devote  to  that  object,  as  we 
have  hitherto  done  relative  to  the 
funds  subscribed  for  Translations." 


BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

JJEPl'TATIO.V  TO    THE    lETHKKLASJJf . 

1  he  Rev.  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Bristol, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  I'otts,  of  Birming- 
ham, having  been  requested  to 
visit  Hoiland,  as  a  Deputation  from 
the  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
deavouring to  procure  lull  liberty 
of  conscience,  and  security  of  resi- 
dence, for  its  missionaries  in  Java, 
reported  their  proceedings  to  a 
Meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  at 
Bristol,  on  the  22d  of  September. 
The  deputation  obtained  an  audi- 
ence of  liis  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  who  received  them 
very  graciously,  and  was  pleased  to 
say,  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
whole  of  their  request  should  not 
be  granted,  and  that  the  Society 
may  be  assured  that  he  would  do  in 
the  case  whatever  might  be  com- 
patible  with  the  welfare  of  Java. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MR. 
WARD,  ONE  OF  THE  MISS1UH A1UE2 
AT  SEKA.MrOKE,  HATEU 

At  Sea,  April  13, 1819. 

My  it  ur  brother, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  forwarding 
you  a  few  lines  a  little  before  I 
lef  t  India ;  and  1  write  this  now 
that  1  may  send  it  oft'  as  soon  as  I 
arrive  at  Liverpool. 

1  am  now  going  fto  England  to 
recruit  my  strength,  if  it  be  the 
Lord's  will;  to  transact  some  busi- 
ness  with  our  Society,  and  to  col- 
lect if  1  can,  large  subscriptions 
for  our  new  College,  that  is,  a  Col- 
lege for  giving  a  good  education  to 
a  number  of  young  Hindoos,  and 
the  children  of  baptized  Hindoos, 
Mussulmans,  fee.  but  especially  to 
train  up  pious  natives  for  the  Chris 
tian  Ministry,  so  that  in  a  tew  years 
India  may  have  respectable  minis 
ters  and  missionaries  raised  out  ot 
her  own  churches.  This  appears 
fo  be  an  important  object,  and  al- 
ter I  have  received  the  liberality 
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of  English  Christians,  I  feel  a  de- 
sire to  visit  you,  if  you  should  give 
me  encouragement  that  something 
handsome  may  be  obtained  in  the 
principal  cities  of  the  United  States 
for  this  object. 

Pray  for  me,  my  dear  brother, 
that  I  may  have  grace  given  me, 
and  wisdom  to  act  for  the  divine 
glory  while  absent  from  Seram- 
pore  ;  that  in  these  jom  nies  God 
may  smile  on  me,  and  prosper  the 
work  of  my  hands.    And  O  !  re- 
member Serampore  and  India,  in 
your  church,    family,    and  the 
closet.    The  powerful  influences 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  there  much 
wanted.    You  enjoy  jthe  blessed- 
ness of  seeing  first  one  and  then 
another  fall  under  the  word,  and 
of  hearing  the  anxious  enquiry,  "O 
Sir,  what  shall  I  do  to  be  saved." 
You  hear  of  these  visitations  all 
around  yon.    You  have  a  serious 
listening  congregation  assembled 
in  a  comfortable  place  :   but  the 
poor  missionary  collects  a  few  un- 
willing hearers  under  a  tree,  or 
perhaps,  he  stands  in  a  street  or  a 
market  place,  the  sport  and  ban- 
ter of  half  his  hearers  ;  or  if  seri- 
ously disposed,  it  is  to  insult  him, 
and  throw  dust  in  his  face.  These 
are  trials,  but  the  greatest  trial  of 
all  is  want  of  more  success.  This 
will  come,  but  in  the  mean  time 
we  need  your   prayers,  and  the 
prayers  of  all  the  churches. 

Ever  most  affectionately  yours* 
WILLIAM  WARD. 


LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  held  its  twenty- 
fifth  annual  meeting  in  London  on 
the  12th,  13th,  and  14th  days  of 
May,  1819.  The  accounts  we 
have  received  of  this  religious  fes. 
tival  have  filled  us  with  sensations 
of  delight  The  sermons  deliv- 
ered on  the  occasioi.  were  admira- 
bly calculated  to  fan  the  flame  of 


Missionary  zeal.  |The  Report, 
though  merely  an  abridgment  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society, 
occupied  more  than  an  hour  ;  and 
the  speeches  by  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
and  others,  most  eloquently  advo- 
cated union  among  Christians,  and 
persevering  exertions  in  the  sup- 
port of  missions.  At  the  close  of 
the  different  services,  collections 
were  made,  which  amounted  to 
$5761,65  cents. 


CHURCH   MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

In  reporting  the  proceedings  of 
theeighteenthyear, the  Committee 
state,  that  both  the  domestic  and 
foreign  concerns  of  the  Society 
have  considerably  advanced  in  ex- 
tent and  importance.  At  the  for- 
mer anniversary  it  was  announced, 
that  the  income  had  risen  from 
17,000*.  to  20,000*.:  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  theCommittee  report, 
that  it  has  exceeded  twenty-three 
thousand  pounds. 

The  Society  has  now  seven  mis- 
sions— the  Mediterranean,  the  Cal- 
cutta and  North  India,  the  Madras 
and  South  India,  the  Ceylon,  the 
Australasia,  the  West  Africa,  and 
the  West  Indies.  In  these  missions 
there  are  about  thirty  stations;  con- 
nected with  which  are  more  than 
seventy  schools.  In  these  stations 
there  are  about  one  hundred  Chris- 
tian teachers,  of  the  various  de- 
scriptions of  missionaries,  cate- 
chists,  readers  of  the  Scripture, 
schoolmasters,  and  settlers;  of 
which  teachers,  more  than  a  fourth 
are  married.  Nearly  four  thous- 
and children  are  receivingChristian 
education  ;  and,  of  these,  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  are  wholly 
supported  at  the  expense  of  the  So- 
ciety :  beside  which  children,  there 
are  many  adult  scholars.  The 
gospel  is,  also,  constantly  preached 
to  thousands  of  the  heathen,  and 
has  heen  blessed  to  the  conversion 
of  many. 
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EDINBURGH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

RUSSIA. 

The  Edinburgh  Blissionary  Soci- 
ety was  formed  in  the  year  179G. 
Having  speedily  obtained  i'unds  to 
a  considerable  amount,  it  soon  af- 
ter, in  conjunction  with  the  Lon- 
don and  Glasgow  Societies,  active- 
ly engaged  in  missionary  labours. 

The  deplorable  situation  of  the 
Mohammedan  tribes  of  Russian 
Tartary  having  been  particularly 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Society,  a  mission  was,  in  the  year 
1802,  established  at  Karass,  a  vil- 
lage on  the  lines  of  Caucasus, 
where  a  grant  of  land  was  obtain- 
ed from  the  Russian  Government. 
Here  much  good  has  been  done — 
The  Scriptures  have  been  trans- 
lated and  printed  in  the  Turkish 
or  Tartar  language,  and  circulated 
among  the  natives  ;  as  well  as  va- 
rious tracts  on  Mohammedanism 
and  Christianity.  A  number  of 
children  redeemed  from  slavery, 
still  remain  at  the  Society's  set- 
tlements, and  promise  to  be  emi- 
nently useful  in  diffusing  the  Gos- 
pel among  their  countrymen. 
Three  of  them  are  already  active- 
ly engaged  in  missionary  services  ; 
others  have  died  in  the  faith  and 
hope  of  the  gospel.  At  this  inter- 
esting station,  the  Sultan  katte- 
Gherry  received  those  serious  im- 
pressions which,  there  is  no  reason 
to  doubt,  issued  in  his  true  con- 
version to  Christianity ;  and  Messrs. 
Patterson  and  Galloway,  the  mis- 
sionaries now  labouring  there, 
have  lately  observed  the  most 
hopeful  symptoms  of  favourable 
impressions  on  the  minds  of  seve- 
ral individuals  around  the  settle- 
ment. 

In  consequence  of  the  wars, 
which  so  unhappily  interrupted 
our  intercourse  with  Russia,  the 
Society's  operations,  for  some  time, 
greatly  languished.  On  the  re- 
establishment  of  peace,  a  new  im- 
pulse being  given  to  the  Society, 
iwo  of  their  missionaries,  Mewn 


Mitchell  and  Dickson,  were,  in  the 
year  181 5,  directed  to  proceed  to 
Astrachan  ;  a  city  situate  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Volga,  on  the  Caspi- 
an Sea,  where  there  is  an  abun- 
dant field  of  labour  for  many  mis- 
sionaries, among  Tartars,  Cal'- 
muclcs,  Turks,  Persians,  Jews,  ani 
even  Brahmins,  who  either  con- 
stantly reside  there  or  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, or  who  occasionally  visit 
it ;  and  where  there  are,  conse- 
quently, peculiar  facilities  for  the 
distribution  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
tracts,  in  numerous  languages. 
Maintaining  a  constant  correspon- 
dence, and  the  most  cordial  co-op- 
eration with  the  Russian  Bible  So- 
ciety, and  acting  in  some  measure 
as  their  agents  in  that  part  of  the 
empire,  during  less  than  three 
years,  Messrs.  Mitchell  and  Dick- 
son, with  the  assistance  of  James 
Peddie,  Andrew  Hunter,  and  occa- 
sionally a  Russian  pressman,  have 
printed  and  published  no  fewer 
than  20,000  copies  of  Turkish, 
Tartar,  and  Arabic  tract3 ;  two  edi- 
tions of  (he  Psalms,  consisting  of 
5000  copies  each  ;  5000  of  a  sec- 
ond edition  of  the  Gospel  by  St. 
Matthew;  5000  of  St.  Luke's  Gos- 
pel ;  5R0U  of  a  second  revised  edi- 
tion of  the  whole  New  Testament, 
the  expense  of  it  being  defrayed 
by  the  Russian  Bible  Society;  to- 
gether with  2000  copies  of  St. 
Matthew,  in  the  Orenburg  dialect. 
These  publications  have  been  sent 
into  Georgia,  the  Crimea,  and  ev- 
ery province  of  Russia  where  the 
Tartar  language  is  spoken  or  read  ; 
they  have  reached  Bucharia  and 
Persia,  and  have  been  so  exten- 
sively circulated,  as  to  warrant  (ho. 
Missionaries  in  saying,  "  Wc  have 
reason  lo  believe  that  there  are 
few  of  the  tribes  between  the  ( '  >-.- 
pian  and  the  sources  of  the  Indus 
and  the  Ganges,  of  which  thrr-* 
are  not  to  be  found  individuals  who 
have  received  parts  of  the  Scrip- 
tures from  us,  by  means  of  Anne 
nian  merchants,  who  procure  tin  m 
at  our  depository."  Such,  betides, 
i"  the  demand  for  the  New  Teala- 
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merit  among  the  Tartars  through- 
out Russia,  that  in  the  province  of 
Kazan  alone,  above  2000  copies 
have  been  most  earnestly  solicit- 
ed ;  so  that  it  is  highly  probable 
a  third  edition  will  soon  be  requir- 
ed. Accounts  also  have  just  been 
received,  stating  that  the  Mis- 
sionaries at  Astrachan  have  been 
employed  by  the  Russian  Bible  So- 
ciety to  print  5000  copies  of  the 
whole  Tartar  New  Testament  in 
the  Orenburg  dialect,  as  prepared 
hy  Mr.  Fraser  ;  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  5000  copies  of  the  Book 
of  Genesis,  prepared  by  Mr.  Dick- 
son, from  the  Jewish  MS.  in  the 
Jagatai  Tartar,  found  by  Dr.  Pin- 
kenon  at  Bachcheserai,  in  1816, 
and  which  promises  to  be  a  highly 
useful  work. 

Messrs.  Fraser  and  M' Alpine 
are  labouring  at  Orenburg,  the 
capital  of  the  Russian  province  of 
the  same  name,  and  situated  about 
500  miles  E.  from  Astrachan. — 
Here  the  held  for  missionary  la- 
bour is  not  less  extensive,  and 
hitherto  has  been  far  more  prom- 


ising, than  either  that  of.Karas  or 
Astrachan.    The  Kirghisian  Tar- 
tars have  listened  with  'eagerness 
to  Christian  Instruction,  and  Mol- 
lonazar,  whose  name  is  well  known 
to  the  friends  of  the  mission,  has 
made  an  open,  and,  for  more  than 
eighteen  months,  a  steady  and  con- 
sistent, profession  of  Christianity, 
in  which  his  wife  has  lately  joined 
him     When  Walter  Buchanan,  a 
ransomed  and  converted  Cabardi- 
an,  and  a  valuable  missionary,  was 
addressing  the  Kirghissians,  Mol- 
lcnazar  exclaimed,  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,     Oh  !   what  good  servi- 
ces have  we  done  to  God,  that  he 
should  send  his  Son,  yea  his  only 
Son,  to  die  for  such  sinners  as  we 
are  ?"  And  when  parting  with  the 
missionaries,  he  said,      Oh  !  1  do 
pray  you  to  pray  for  me,  that  I 
may  be  saved,  and  kept  from  of- 
fending God,  for  I  do  assure  you  I 
pray  for  you  all."    "  He  told  me," 
says  the  Missionary,   uthat  when 
he  was  alone,  he  could  not  cease 
to  think  of  God,  and  to  pray  to  him ; 
and  even  in  the  market,"  said  he, 
"  1  pray  in  my  heart  to  God." 


^Religious  intelligence. 

AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


The  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  was 
tield  in  the  City  Hotel,  New- York, oil  Thursday, 
Ma)  18. 1819,— 'Hie Hon.  Kiias  Boudiiiot,  I'nsi- 
ieatot  the  Soviet)', in  thi  ohair.  The  I  hi  id  An- 
nual Keport  of  th<  board  of  Manager!  was  read 
by  the  Rev,  Janus  :>!.  ..latthew of  dew-York"; 
from  which  we  give  the  following  brief  eu.  acu 

"At  the  lirst  organization  of  the 
Institution,  it  was  announced  to  the 
public,  that  a  main  ulnecf,  ot  the  S>  ci- 
ety  is  "not  only  to  provide  a  game  i  pcy 
t>l' well  printed,  and  accurate  editions 
of  the  Scriptures,  hut  also  to  procure 
v/ellcxccutcd  stctv  ot y  p  plates  tor  their 
eheap  and  extensive  dittusion."  This 
important  measure  has  beep  pursued 
i>y  the  Board  with  much  attention ; 
and  they  have  toe  pleasore  of  stating 
that  the  Society  now  own  the  following 
sets  of  plates,  and  of  the  following  <!c- 
sciiptton'. 


lor  the  xihole  Biilt  in  l.'ie  English  Uingun^e. 

Three  sets  of  octavo  size. 
One  set  ot  duodecimo  size  in  Brevier 
t\  pe,  and 

Tuuee  sets  of  duodecimo  size  in  Min- 
ion type. 

Forthe  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament  in  English. 

One  set  of  duodecimo  size  in  Bur^eois 
type. 

"  In  the  last  Report  it  was  mentirn- 
e.l,  that  ot  th>-  stereotype  plates  for  the 
Bible  in  the  French  langUktge,  to  be 
Bent  out  by  the  British  and  Foreign  lii- 
ble  Society,  only  those  for  the  Old 
Testament  hart  then  Ixen  received. 
The  remainder  have  since  come  to 
hand  ;  and  the  Society,  of  course,  have 
BOW  a  complete  set  of  plaits  tor  the 
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Bible  fn  the  French  landing?.  This 
must  be  viewed  as  an  acquisition  of  im- 
portance, when  it  is  considered  how 
generally  this  language  is  spoken,  not 
only  in  the  Canadas,  but  in  the  South- 
ern >erntories  now  belonging  to,  or 
bordering  upon,  the  United  States.  ' 

In  consequence  of  representations 
made  to  the  Baard  as  to  the  prospect 
of  introducing  the  Scriptures  into  the 
parts  of  South  America  in  which  the 
Spanish  language  is  spoken,  the  Board 
hav<i  alsi  provided  themselves  with  a' 
set  of  plates  for  the  New  Testament  in 
Spanish— .,o  that  the  Society  now  own 
in  the  whole, 

Eight  sets  of  stereotype  plates  for 
the  whole  Bib'e,  and 

Two  sets  for  the  Scriptures  of  the 
New  Testament. 

Tuere  have  been  printed  for  the  So- 
cietv  daring  the  last  year.  47,320  cop- 
ies of  th-  Bible,  and  24,000  copies  of 
the  New  Testament,  which,  together 
with  the  29,500  copies  of  the  B'ble 
printed  m  the  two  former  years, 
make  a  total  of 

100,820. 

These  are  exclusive  of  the  edition  of 
5,000  copies,  by  this  time  printed  from 
the  plates  sent  to  Lexington  ;  and  also 
of  the  Bibles  in  Gaelic.German,  Welsh, 
and  French,  mentioned  in  th?.  last  Re- 
port, as  amounting  to  2,450,  and  which 
have  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  de- 
m  ind  for  the  Scriptures  in  those  lan- 
guages until  the  present  time.  The 
whole  making  a  Wal  nf 
105,270 

Bibles  and  Testaments,  either  obtained 
for  circulation  bv  the  American  Bible 
Society,  or  issued  from  it*  presses  dur- 
ing the  first  three  years  of  its  exist- 
ence. It  is  thought  proper  to  add, 
that  the  present  printing  establishment 
is  Miflicientiy  extensive  to  furnish  an 
average  amount  J  100,000  Bibles  and 
Testaments  annually. 

The  printing  of  the  Scriptures  in  the 
Indian  languages  has,  in  the  mean 
time,  been  prosecuted  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances have  permitted  One 
thousand  copies  of  the  CJospel  of  John 
have  been  printed  in  the  Mob  iwfc  lan- 
guage and  the  same  number  of  eapies 
of  the  Epistles  of  John,  in  the  Delaware. 
Th<  hVurd  wait  for  nothing  but  ap- 
proved versions  of  the  Scriptures  in 
these  1  i"gu  ig  in  or  !er  Ui  go  on  and 
furnish  the  whole  or  most  of  the  Bible 
to  the  Indians  in  their  native  dialects ; 
and  is  the  object  has  of  late  excited 
much  interest  in  the.  minds  of  some 
who  are  able  to  render  efficient  aid, 
there  is  a  prospect  that  it  may  soon 
bfl  accomplished. 


The  number  of  Bibles  issued  from 
the  depository  in  the  course  of  the  past 
year,  is  2>.8~0,  and  of  New-Testa- 
ments, 7,24S  ;  which,  added  to  the  Bi- 
bles issued  during  the  two  preceding 
venrs,  (24,004,)  make  the  total  num- 
ber issued  by  the  Society  since  its  or- 
ganization tn  be  Fifty-five  Thou- 
sand One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
two  Bibles  and  Testaments. 


TaEOI.Of.ICAI,    INSTITUTION"     FOR.  THK 
BAPTISTS  IN  AMERICA. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Am.  Hep.  Mac- 

Gentlemen, 

The  perrecting  a  plan  for  estab- 
lishing a  Theological  Institution,  arid 
general  scheme  of  Education  among 
the  Baptist  denomination  in  America, 
with  respect  to  candidates  forthe  gospel 
ministry,  having  been  referred  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  to  the  Conven- 
tion at  its  next  triennial  meeting  ;  and 
being  therefore,  now,  a  subject  of  seri- 
ous cans  deration  to  all  concerned ; 
with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  a 
scheme  as  may  be  the  best  adapted  to 
accomplish  the  interesting  and  impor- 
tant purposes  proposed ;  I  take  the 
liberty  to  request  that  the  plan  laid  be- 
fore the  Coaventhn  at  its  last  meeting, 
by  the  President,  may  be  published  in 
the  next  number  of  your  useful  Maga- 
zine, or  as  early  as  circumstances  will 
admit. 

I  make  tliis  request  the  rather,  be- 
cause the  plan,  though  referred  by  the 
Convention  to  the  Board,  with  an  ex- 
pression of  particular  respect,  and 
tliough  noticed'.))'  the  latttr  body  re- 
spectfully, in  general  terms,  has  yet 
never  appeared  in  print,  and  must 
therefore  be  very  imperfectly  known  ; 
and  because,  from  the  most  delil>erate 
consideration  I  have  lieen  able  to  be- 
stow oa  Uie  subject,  supported  in  part 
bv  the  experieuc/r  of  a  number  of  years 
in  a  portion  of  the  Union,  I  am  persuad- 
ed it  is  the  best  plan  which  has  been 
jet  laid  before  the  public  .imong  us. 

I  remain  your  all",  ctionate  friend  in 
the  gospel, 

TUILO  ECCLESIAS. 

Ctorteton,  July  21,  1819. 


Pwip.nril  R'wiWiuui,  incltulint;  aicTv-mr  of  Filiica- 

tlon,  hMinfftv  it,  .ti»i  «-t  th  i  i.Wuuice  of  pioua 
fining  Ui  ^kiu-i!  fur  lh«  i".«prl  imnutrv, 
«  hieh  »vr-  tn'xl  Ik  low  th  BaptiM  Convention  »i 
Philadelphia^  hi  May,  1817. 

I.    Kesolved,   Tint   it    be  rernm- 

m ended  bt  tliis  Convention,  to  thr  Bsp- 
tist  Churches  throughout  tl.e  UuitctS 
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States,  and  their  adherents,  to  form 
themselves  into  Education  Societies,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  pious  your.g 
men  of  their  connexion,  who  appear 
on  good  evidence  to  be  called  of  God 
to  the  gospel  ministry .  in  obtaining  such 
education  as  may  best  fit  them  for  ex- 
tensive usefulness  in  the  cause  of  our 
Redeemer,  and  enable  them  to  appear 
as  workmen  who  need  not  to  be  asham- 
ed, righdy  dividing  the  word  of  truth : 
And  likewise  for  assisting  poor  minis- 
ters, who  have  families,  and  have  not 
obtained  the  advantages  which  are  de- 
rived from  a  suitable  education,  by 
gratuitously  furnishing  them  with  the 
most  necessary  and  useful  books,  to  aid 
them  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain 
mental  improvement.  For  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  design  the  follow- 
ing scheme  is  submitted  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  churches. 

1st.  Let  a  charity  Sermon  be  preach- 
ed once  a  year,  at  least,  iu  each  church, 
and  a  coilection  made  expressly  for 
the  purposes  above  specified  ;  and  let 
the  monies  so  collected,  together  with 
any  other  collections,  donations  01  be- 
quests obtained  for  such  purposes,  be 
conveyed  by  the  hands  of  a  person 
specially  appointed  as  a  representative 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Association 
to  which  such  church  belongs,  and 
there  to  be  deposited  in  a  common 
fund,  und.^r  the  direction  of  a  body  of 
delegates  similarly  appointed  by  other 
churches  belonging  to  that  association ; 
or  to  a  number  of  associations,  unitirg 
in  the  measure  as  a  common  cause : 
excepting  always  such  part  of  the  mon- 
ies (*ay  a  third  part)  as  shall  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  establishment  and 
support  of  a  Theological  Seminary,  in 
oar  connexion,  to  be  hereinafter 
described ;  which  last  sum  shall  be 
conveyed  to  the  general  fund,  and  be 
placed  under  the  care  and  direction  of 
the  biard  of  commissioners  connected 
with  this  Convention,  or  such  part  of 
them  as  shall  be  entrusted  with  the 
superintendence  of  the  education  de- 
partment. 

2d.  Let  the  body  formed  by  the  co- 
alition of  churches,  as  above  recom- 
mended, be  styled  the  General  Com- 
mittee, or  Trustees  of  the  Churches 
united  in  the  Associ.  tion,  or  Associa- 
tions, and  have  a  President,  Treasurer, 
Secretary,  and  assistants,  who  shall  be 
authorized  to  transact  all  necessary 
business  as  a  special  committee  during 
the  recess  of  the  General  Committee. 

3d.  L';t  this  Committee  of  the 
churches  be  invested  win  full  powers 
to  examine  applicant!  fur  the  church- 
es' bounty,  with  respect  to  their  qiali- 
ficitiom,  a-cording  to  the  seritincitf 


before  expressed ;  to  wit,  That  minis- 
ters must  be  the  subjects  of  renewing 
grace,  be  called  of  God  to  the  office, 
and  receive  gifts  from  Jesus  Christ, 
the  great  prophet  of  the  church,  to  fit 
them  for  the  work. 

4th.  Let  the  Committee  by  their 
proper  officer,  or  officers,  contract  for 
the  education  of  the  young  men  so 
taken  under  their  care,  at  some  'con- 
venient seminary;  superintend  their 
education  and  morals,  that  the  former 
may  be  promoted  by  due  excitement, 
and  the  latter  preserved  in  purity  ;  a 
departure  from  which  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  incurring  censure  and  the  loss 
of  privilege.  It  shall  also  be  consider- 
ed as  the  object  of  their  care,  to  se- 
cure the  return  of  money  to  the  fund 
which  may  have  been  expended  at 
any  tims  on  the  education  of  persons 
who  do  not,  in  a  reasonable  time  after 
they  have  completed  their  studies,  en- 
ter cn  the  work  of  the  ministry  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  committee. 

5th.  After  young  men  thus  provid- 
ed fcr,  have  finished  their  classical 
studies,  or  obtained  a  proper  acquaint- 
ance with  general  science,  let  it  be  the 
concern  cf  the  churches  to  place  them 
in  a  situation  favourable  to  the  study  at 
divinity.  While  in  circumstances  which 
prevent  their  obtaining  more  ample 
assistance,  let  the  students  come  under 
the  care  of  some  pious,  well-informed, 
and  judicious  minister ;  but  when  a  di- 
vinity college  shall  have  been  establish- 
ed, according  to  the  pre  vision  made  in 
the  constitution  of  this  Convention,  let 
as  many  of  them  as  the  respective 
funds  of  the  societies,  or  churches,  can 
support,  be  sent  to  said  seminary  ;  es- 
pecidly  those  who  possess  superior 
tale  its*  together  with  a  desire  and  apt- 
ness for  study. 

6th.  As  it  is  possible  that  seme 
churches  belonging  to  the  associations 
mav  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  contri- 
butions, and  that  embarrassments  may 
arise  from  this  cause,  let  the  exclusive 
right  of  managing  the  business  of  the' 
fund  be  vested  in  the  delegates  of  those 
churches  which  regularly  contribute 
to  its  support. 

II.  Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  a  suf- 
ficient fund  shall  be  obtained  for  this 
purpose,  the  board  of  commissioners 
shall  take  measures  for  establishing,  a: 
some  convenient  and  central  situation, 
a  Theological  Seminary  and  Library, 
under  the  care  of  learned,  pious  pro- 
fessors; in  which  theology  sh;dl  be 
studied  in  its  various  branches,  church 
history,  the  Hebrew  language,  and  oth- 
er oriental  languages,  the  knowledge 
ot  which  is  favourable  'to  a  right  un- 
derstanding of  the  sncre  l  c<: :  iptures. 
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as  far  as  the  same  may  bz  found  prac- 
ticable and  convenient,  together  with 
Biblical  criticism  and  pulpit  eloquence. 

III.  Resolved,  That  the  agents,  or 
missionaries,  which  may  be  appointed 
by  the  board  cf  missions  to  travel  in 
.our  own  country,  shall  be  particularly 
charged  with  the  important  concern  of 
giving  information  to  the  churches  of 
our  denomination,  and  the  publick  at 
large,  concerning  the  true  nature  and 
design  of  the  scheme  in  which  the  fore- 
going articles  are  comprehended,  of 
recommending  it  to  their  serious  regard, 
and  of  affording  assistance  to  those  who 
may  be  disposed  to  bring  it  into  opera- 
tion, in  what  relates  to  a  right  begin- 
ning and  organization. 


EDUCATION  SOCIETIES. 

The  information  we  have  received 
on  this  interesting  subject  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  has  been  like  cold  water 
to  a  thirsty  soul.  At  Waterville,  Read- 
field,  Hebron,  China,  V  .ssalboro,  and 
other  places,  Societies  have  been  form- 
ed to  aid  your,g  men  who  are  put-suing 
their  studies  for  the  gospel  ministry.  , 

A  Soriety  has  also  been  formed  at 
Sedgwick  in  support  of  the  same  ob- 
ject. We  should  be  glad  to  introduce 
some  remarks  from  the  letter  convey- 
ing this  intelligence,  but  our  limits  for- 
bid. We  think  we  can  scarcely  utter 
abetter  wish  for  the  "  District,"  than 
that  every  female  in  it  may  possess  the 
same  spirit  which  this  letter  breathes. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn,  that  the 
education  of  men  called  to  the  work  of 
the  ministry,  came  under  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Iioiedoinham  Association. 
After  serious  deliberat'ior,  it  was 

"  Voted,  To  recommend  to  thp 
churches  of  this  association  the  propri- 
ety of  forming  societies  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  the  "  Theological  Seminary'* 
lately  established  at  Waterville ;  and 
our  messengers  to  corresponding  asso- 
ciations are  instructed  to  use  their  influ- 
ence to  engage  those  associations  to 
adopt  similar  measures." 


ORGANIZATION  AND  INCREASE 
or 

MISSIONARY  SOCIETIES. 

CO.MMCVir.ATRI)    I*   A   LETTER  FROM 

ur,  j.  racit,  dated 

Caxrvnvia,  July  2d,  lilt, 

Dnr  Broth*  r, 

I  em  brack  an  opportunity  to  inform 
you  of  the  state  of  25on  in  this  region. 

VOL.  II.  *21 


The  Lord  is  pouring  out  his  Spirit  in 
various  parts  ri  this  country.  In  this 
town  he  is  now  displaying  the  riches  cf 
his  grace.  I  have,  within  a  few  weeks, 
baptized  17,  and  expect  shortly  to  bap- 
tize a  number  more. 

As  it  respects  our  missionary  affairs, 
IJhave  much  to  say.  An  occurrence  re- 
cently took  place  which  has  given  a 
fresh  spring  to  our  missionary  society. 
A  person  belonging  to  the  Stockbridge 
tribe  of  Indians  visited  us,  and  in  be- 
half of  his  brethren  pleaded  for  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Board.  This  excited 
the  attention  of  the  society.  We  began 
to  think  that  while  the  whole  Christian 
world  appeared  to  be  engaged  in  spread- 
ing the  knowledge  uf  divine  truth,  and 
in  sending  forth  the  heralds  of  salvation 
to  foreign  climes ;  the  pair  heathen  in 
our  own  country  were  too  much  neg- 
lected. The  Board  having  reflected 
on  the  subject,  and  being  convinced  of 
the  importance  of  endeavouring  to  ame- 
liorate the  condition  of  our  too  long 
neglected  natives,  resolved  to  turn 
their  attention  to  the  Indian  tribes. 

Pursuant  to  this  resolution,  an  appeal 
to  the  pubiick  became  necessary.  I 
was  appointed  as  an  agent  to  lay  the 
mutter  before  them,  and  *o  excite  their 
liberality.  In  March  I  commenced 
my  tour,  which  has  been  attended  with, 
success. 

At  Morrisville,  I  assisted  in  organ- 
izing a  female  society  consisting  of  29 
members. 

May  13.  At  Nelson  a  female  society 
was  formed  Consisting  of  91  persons. 

May  IS.  I  assisted  in  forming  a  so- 
ciety at  S  )lon,  consisting  of  25  females. 

May  20.  I'reached  in  Trostoa,  and 
a  society  of  64  females  was  organized. 

May  24.  In  the  village  ot  Cazeno- 
via,  I  aided  in  forming  a  female  socie- 
ty, comprising  36  persons. 

June  15.  I'reached  at  Manlius,  and 
had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  for- 
mation of  a  society  of  55  ladies. 

June  29.  Preached  at  Homer,  3nd 
assisted  in  organizing  a  society  consist- 
ing of  32  females. 

July  16.  Preached  to  the  church  a: 
fierman,  and  organized  a  female  soci- 
ety of  19  persons. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  some  liberal 
contributions  have  been  made.  The 
success  I  have  met  with  encourages  us 
to  pursue  the  noble  object  we  have  in 
view.  Upwards  of  ten  years  ago  the 
"Hamilton  Baptist  Missionary  Society" 
was  formed  for  the  express  purpose  of 
■ending  the  gospel  among  the  destitute 
in  our  vicinity  :  hitherto  the  herd  has 
led  ns  on  with  opening  prospects,  till 
the  incident  before  mentioned  occurred, 
\vh';rh   ltd    us  fo  rt&K*.  on  the  C*? 
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cUtwi  of  the  heathen  in  onr  own  vicinity. 
There  are  the  p-mtirs  rf  7  tribes  in 
tlv*  State,  and  most  of  them  are  Pagans. 
We  are  convinced  that  Providence  is 
loudiv  calling  our  attention  to  these  t>~o 
lcnp  neglected  s-ns  of  the  forest.  Is 
not  the  soul  of  a  North  American  In- 
dim  of  as  much  value  as  the  soul  of  a 
Bur-nan  or  Hindoo  ? 

We  feel  it  to  he  our  duty  to  do  all  we 
can  for  the  heathen,  both  at  home  and 
abroad  ;  and  we  rejoice  in  th?  privilege 
of  acting  with  von  in  the  great  and 
honourable  work  of  conveying  the  gos- 
pel to  perishing  sinners. 

Yours  affectionato'v, 

JOHN  PECK. 

[Bfiiiles  .he  success  of  Mr.  Prclt  in  organizing: 
r.ew  societies  fo"  rniisinmrt'  nnrp'tses,  be  was  instru- 
mental in  causing  313  individual*  to  join  Bridies 
wliieh  had  been  previously  loruied.  Editors.J 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Am.  Bap.  Mag. 
Gentlemen. 

As  the  useful  work  conducted  by 
von,  is  designed  to  encourage  pious  and 
benevolent  undertaking,  by  giving 
publicity  to  such  laudable  exertions  as 
come  within  your  knowledge  ;  I  trans- 
mit to  von  a  succinct  account  of  the 
following 

I.YSTITrTIO??  FOR  PRATER, 
IREDELL  COUNTY,    XORTII  CAROI.TXA. 

Ox  the  33d  orT«ine.  1S17,  a  female  so- 
cietv  was  organised  >n  this  plac°.  call- 
ed "  The  F'  mnle  Henroolrnt  Snotty 
of  Society  H'lL"  The  1-ading  object  of 
this  societV  ti*,  to  impart  instruction, 
and  estaMish  habits  of  morality  among 
n^or  and  destitute  children,  by  direct- 
ing their  attention  to  the  hub-  scrip- 
tures,and  ol-«cinethem  at  some  virtuous 
and  useful  ernnloyment  They  have 
erected  «  female  Acidemv  fifty  feet 

I  it  a-d  thirtv  feet  wide,  finished  in  a 
plain  and  neat  «tvle  :  at  which  there 
are.  at  this  time  fifty  srholars  progress- 
ing in  several  rVifr."-ont  branches  of  fe- 
male education.  Of  these  there  are 
three  on  the  benevolence  of  the  society, 
while  the  res?  are  supported  by  their 
parents  aid  r"iardians.  This  provision 
thev  wivlr  made  in  thp  constitution,  to 
render  the  institution  at  once  a  public 
and  b-nevolont  blessing. 

As  I  have  railed  it  "  the  institution 
f  r  prayer,"  it  m  iv  lie  necessary  far  me 

I I  iftfonn  yo't.  that  »he.  society  at  first 
consisted  of  a  Few  moos  ladies,  who.  for 
some  mo-i'hs  previotis  tn  the  adoption 
r.f  t.ho  p'au  ipnn  which  thrv  are  «nw  SO 
li  irmoniously  prog'.-cssiii";,  had  been  in 


the  habit  cf  meeting  together  weekly 
for  the  purposes  of  prayer  and  praise 
to  God.  It  was  in  this  circle  that  the 
design  was  conceived;  and,  to  their 
honour  be  it  recorded,  such  has  been 
their  constant  practice  ever  since.  May 
it  be  perpetuated  in  the  ages  to  come  ! 

The  school  is  in  its  infancy,  having 
only  commenced  with  the  present  year ; 
it  is,  however,  almost  daily  increasing  ; 
and,  while  prayer  is  kept  in  exercise  in 
the  societv,  it  is  not  neglected  in  the 
school ;  the  present  piou*  preceptress 
esteeming  it  a  duty  and  a  privilege  to 
invoke  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  daily, 
on  her  continued  exertions,  knowing 
that  success  is  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  divine  benediction. 

The  superintendence  of  the  schorl  de- 
volves upon  a  committee  cf  twelve  la- 
dies, ftiur  of  whom  are  more  publick 
officers  cf  the  society,  viz.  Directress, 
Vice-Directress,  Treasurer,  and  Secre- 
tary, who  in  b"half  of  the  society,  beg 
leave  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude, 
the  libera!  patronage  which  they  have 
received  in  support  of  their  benevolent 
undertaking* 

*  Our  respited  correspondent  (fives  t\e  names 
of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen,  whose  united  and 
irenerous  subscriptions  amount  to  J52072. 
Mould  insert  them,  but  want  of  room  must  be  our 
apology. 


REVIVALS  OF  RELIGIO.Y. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  ONE  OF  THE 
EDITORS,  HATED 

Marietta,  01iio,Jan.  30, 131%, 

Rrv.  and  dear  Sir, 

Believing  that  the  friends  of  Zi- 
on,  do  not  despise  the  day  of  small 
things,  and  as  some  merry  drops  have 
fallen  on  this  plr.ee,  which  we  hope  is 
a  prelude  to  a  plentiful  shower,  I  am 
encouraged  to  send  vnu  this  short  ac- 
count for  vour  very  use '"id  Magazine. 

In  November,  1817,  Deacon  E.  F.ni- 
erson.  from  South  Reading:,  near  Bos- 
ton, came  to  th-is  place.  He  sought  in 
vain  for  some  Baptist  brethren  Ft  Four 
months,  when  at  last  he  found  three, 
two  in  the  town,  and  one  in  the  viciiitv. 
Two  of  them,  though  in  this  lonelv  Ktii- 
ation,  generally  met  every  Lard's  dav, 
to  re  id  and  prav,  which  thev  vet  con- 
tinue when  destitute  of  preachfint. 

In  March.  1813,  Elder  O.  gvans 
preached  in  the  vicinitv,  and  baptized 
one  person  ;  his  preaching  was  attend- 
ed with  a  divine  power.  In  July,  I 
baptized  three  ;  two  of  whom  owned 
themselves  to  lie  the  fndt  of  !vWef  V.\ - 
ana's  labours,  aad  the  thitMlfad  her  at- 
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tention  called  up  by  reading  a  tract 
from  the  Female  Tract  Society  of  this 
town,  which  issued  in  a  happy  conver- 
sion to  God. 

On  the  5th  of  September  a  church 
was  constituted  cf  only  live  members, 
who,  t!ie  next  Lord's  day,  to  thtir  groat 
joy,  tor  the  hi  st  time  in  this  town  receiv- 
ed the  Lord's  supper.  Since  that  tin  e 
there  have  been  seven  added,  an.i 
there  are  four  others  who  are  waiting 
for  baptism,  which  is  at  this  turn-  de- 
ferred in  consecjuer.ee  of  my  lil  state  of 
health.  Several  others  are  nndei'  se- 
rious impressions,  and  there  are  six  or 
more  Baptists  in  the  town,  who  are 
»  members  of  distant  churches,  but  who 
have  not  yet  united  v.  ith,  them. 

There  is  considerable  attention 
amor.g  the  people  to  the  word  <  f  the 
Lord.  The  prospects  of  the  Chinch 
in  this  place  appear  to  me  to  be  flat- 
tering. 

I  am  yours  ia  Christian  love, 

JAMES  MC'ABOY. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  OXE  OF  THE 
EDITORS,  DATED 

tfpspOrtfN.  H.July  13,  1819. 

Rev.  Sir, 

It  hus  been  thought,  desirable  that  I 
should  give  some  account  of  the  late 
work  if  Clod  in  Newport,  (N.  II.)  and 
forward  it  to  you  for  insertion  in  the 
American  Baptist  Maga;:inc. 

Before  I  give  a  particular  description 
of  the  work,  it  w  ill  be  proper  to  take 
some  notice  of  the  state  of  this  church 
for  some  time  before  the  work  be;^an. 
_  Fur  a  long  season  the  interests  01  reli- 
gion were  so  low,  that  most  of  us  were 
greatly  discouraged,  and  we  consider- 
ed ourselves  upon  the  verge  of  ruin. 
Nothing  appeared  encouraging,  ex- 
cept that  the  Baptist  Female  Mite  So- 
tiety  had  enjoyed  many  agreeable 
meetings,  and  indulged  hopes  of  a  ref- 
ormation. 

About  the  first  of  November  last, 
there  began  to  be  some  appearance  of 
the  work  of  God.  It  did  not  seem  to 
he  Introduced  by  means,  or  instru- 
ments ;  but  by  a  most  powerful  invis- 
ible hand.  In  all  it-,  stages,  it  has  been 
a  "still  small  voice."  No  enthusiasm 
or  intemperate  real  has  appeared.  It 
his  been  in  some  respects  like  a 
wide  spreading  (lame.  At  first  it  be- 
gan in  the  north  p  u  t  of  the  town  ;  and 
from  thence  it  suddenly  broke  out  in 
other  pans,  rapidly  proceeding  from 
one  place  to  another,  until  it  sqen  be- 
came visible  in  every  section  of  the 
town.  It  extended  to  mostof  the  neigh- 


bouring towns,  in  some  of  which  the 
work  lias  been  very  powerful.  It  has 
affected  people  oi  :1  ages,  from  sev- 
enty yea;s,  cown  to  ten.  But  there  is 
prob  f  greatest  number  ut  hope- 

ful•.,  mong  the  young,  When 
toe  w  .-s.it  the  heignt,  meetings 
attended  e\evy  night  in  the  week 
l-Xl  [jL  Saturday;  ami  some  imes  a 
:.uml>ei  ot  meetings  on  the  sar.;c  night, 
i  xrc  have  been  some  of  the  most  re- 
freshing meetings  1  have  ever  seen. 
L  n^uage  wruu.  fail  in  attempting  to 
discnbe  them.  How  affecting  must  it 
be,  to  s*e  a  number  ot  youths  sinking 
the  pruisc-s  ot  God  with  trie  highest 
enU  uons  of  joy,  and  others  at  the  same 
time  ■mmtxWatcly  weeping  under  a 
deep  sense  ot  sin,  and  most  tearful  ap- 
prehensions oi  immediate  eternal  de- 
struction! These  scenes  have  some- 
times been  ton  solemn  and  impressive, 
to  admit  of  a  foil  description. 

All  the  hopeful  subjects  are  recon- 
ciled tu  the  doctrine  of  free  and  sove- 
reign grace.  They  generally  manifest 
great  self  abasement,  holj  fear,  mid 
divn.c  love  We  have  not  observed  a 
single  instance  ot  apostasy  in  these  who 
have  lately  professed  religion. 

There  have  been  about  seven  in- 
stances of  heads  of  families,  who  have 
been  the  subjects  of  the  work,  and 
Have  united  with  the  Baptist  Church. 
Several  of  these  were  upwards  of  six- 
ty years  of  age.  And  there  have  been 
some  instances  in  which  whole 
households  hive  believed  and  bun 
baptized.  A  number  ot  the  most  re- 
spectable characters  in  the  town  are 
subjects  of  the  work.  These  have 
been  baptized  and  united  with  the 
church.  1  would  also  observe,  that  .•. 
Juvenile  Missionary  Society,  subnet  tu 
the  Baptist  Hoard  id  Foreign  Missions, 
has  been  the  fruit  of  the  reformation. 
Several  of  the  young  men  appear  to 
possess  promising  public  talents. 

Thus  the  work,  in  its  nature  and  ef- 
fects, is  interesting  and  hnboKAnt. 
"  It  is  the  Lord's  doings,  and  marvel- 
lous in  our  eyes."  W  hen  I  look  round 
and  behold  such  numbers  in  the  as- 
sembly, who  a  few  months  ago  were 
in  the  full  career  cf  vanity  and  w  ick- 
edness, but  are  now  drawn  together  in 
Christ,  by  the  bands  of  everlasting  love, 
it  affords  me  a  striking  proof  .of  the 
energy  of  that  divine  power  which 
shall  finally  "gather  together  in  one 
all  things  in  Christ." 

'I  he  whole  number  of  hopeful  sub 
jeets  is  considerably  more  than  two 
hundred.  One  hundred  and  eight  have, 
joined  the  Baptist  Church,  ot  which 
one  hundred  and  four  have  lx  en  bap- 
tfzed,  and  four  have  been  received  Of 
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letter.  About  ninety  have  joined  the 
Congregational  church ;  and  more 
than  forty  the  freewill  church  lately 
formed. 

lf  is  expected  that  a  number  more 
will  come  forward  to  receive  baptism, 
and  join  the  church.    The  work  is 


now  perhaps  nearly  at  an  end.  But 
the  zeal  of  the  converts  in  a  considera- 
ble degree  still  continues. 

In  the  best  of  bonds,  I  am,  Rev. 
Sir,  your  brother  in  the  gospel, 

EL1SHA  HUTCHINSON. 


SJR.tff  CARTER, 


Th  e;  subject  of  this  notice  was  not 
particularly  distinguished  by  parentage, 
or  personal  endowments. — The  only 
things  in  her  history,  claiming  Christian 
consideration,  arc  the  time,  character, 
and  termination  of  her  religious  ex- 
perience. 

The  first  thirty-two  years  of  her  life 
were  spent,  alas!  as  too  many  waste  a 
much  longer  period,  in  ignorance  of 
God,  and  a  lamentable  indifference  to 
their  eternal  interest.  Bat  it  pleased 
Him,  who  had  designed  her  for  Letter 
things,  to  awaken  her  attention  about 
twoy  ears  ago.to the  momentous  concerns 
of  her  soul.  At  this  tune  she  resided  in 
Charlestown,  (Mass.)  where,  as  she 
enjoyed  opportunities  of  attending  con- 
ference meetings,  and  of  sitting  under 
evangelical  preaching,  and  was  also  fa- 
voured with  the  example  and  instruc- 
tions of  an  amiable  and  spiritual  female, 
who  was  an  inmate  in  the  same  family, 
her  mind'bc  came  peculiarly  solemn. 

Her  residence  in  this  family  was 
short,  but  not  too  short  to  lead  her 
most  earnestly  to  inquire,  "  what  shall 
I  do  to  be  saved  i" 

Some  months  elapsed  without  any 
thing  more  special  occurring  as  to  the 
state  of  her  mind,  when  an  al  irmmg 
providence  arrested  her  attention  to  the 
subjects  of  death  and  eternity. 

After  a  short  residence  in  Boston, 
she  burst  a  blood  vessel,  and  was  re- 
moved to  her  brothel  's  house  inCharles- 
town  ;  Where,  for  about  live  months, 
she  languished  under  her  disorder,  and 
the  more  distn  ss  ng  anguish  of  her  soul. 
H  peless  and  wretched,  however,  as 
she  was,  yet  there  was  merry  in  store. 
R  ceived  into  the  bosom  of  a  family, 
where  the  tender  assiduities  of  a  brother 
and  sister  united  with  the  affectionate  at- 
tentions of  her  former  Christian  friends, 
her  situation  was  peculiarly  favourable. 
1  ht-ir  labours  were  divinely  blest ; 
their  many  prayers  were  heard ;  her 
soul  was  delivered  from  die  horrible 
pit,  and  a  new  long  put  into  her  hps  by 


the  Comforter,  by  the  powerful  appli- 
cation of  the  following  scriptures :— 1 
John  i.  7.   Isaiah  xli.  7. 

In  giving  a  sketch  of  the  character 
of  her  exercises,  it  is  due  to  her  divine 
Deliverer  to  state,  that  she  was  not  a 
believer  in  modern, or  improved  Christ- 
ianity. From  the  day  of  her  "  great 
change,"  to  the  lest  scltmn  hour,  she 
ascribed  all  her  salvation  to  Him  who 
loved  her  from  everlasting;  who 
sought  her  while  wandering  from  him  ; 
and  washed  her  from  her  sins  in  his 
own  blood. 

She  was  often  exercised  with  a  deep 
sense  of  the  natural  enmity  of  her 
heart,  and  her  pollution  by  sin ;  but 
with  the  blood  ot  atonement  in  view, 
she  was  kept  from  despondency  ;  and 
in  the  exercise  of  patience,  to  a  degree 
truly  surprising  to  those,  who  knew 
that  it  was  the  very  reverse  of  the  nat- 
ural temperament  of  her  mind. 

Frequently,  when  her  long  protract- 
ed suffei  ings  drew  from  her  friends  an 
expression  of  pity,  she  would  reply 
with  solemn  earnestness,  "  How  can  I 
complain  :  Jesus  endured  more  for  me; 
and  how  thankful  should  1  be,  that 
bodily  pain  is  all  I  now  suffer !" 

Her  affection  for  all  who  manifested 
their  love  to  truth,  was  uncommonly 
ardent :  and  it  gave  her  great  pain  to 
know  that  any  external  distinction;; 
could  abate  their  love  to  one  another. 
With  such  views  of  the  unity  of  the 
faith,  she  solicited  the  visits,  conversa- 
tions and  prayers  of  all  who  loved  the 
Loi  d  Jesus;  and  never  appeared  so  hap. 
py  as  while  listening  to  those  social  reli- 
gious «x-  rt Jses,  \sluch,  a-t  her  earnest 
request,  were  frequently  held,  by  mem- 
bers of  different  churches,  in  her  cham- 
ber. The  last  <  f  thc^e  meetings  was 
held  on  the  Lord's  day  evening  belore 
she  died,  which  was  peculiarly  u.tcr- 
csting,  as  ev  ery  one  present  <  ensii'ered 
it,*  the  flurting  scene,  Th*  scripture 
re  id  alio  spoken  fiom,  Was  tins, — "Hav- 
ing loved  his  own,  he  loved  them  to  the 
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end."  Every  eye  was  suffused  with 
tears,  while  her's  alone  beamed  with 
joy  in  the  transporting  expectation  of 
being  ver>  soon  released  from  sin  and 
suffering,  and  admitted  into  his  imme- 
diate presence — These  eyes  were 
closed  in  deaf.!,  the  following  Wednes- 
day, after  a  succession  of  the  most  se- 
vere struggle  s  with  the  last  enemy; 
during  which  she  would  not  be  re- 
strained from  talking  with  every  one 
who  came  to  look  upon  her.  Some  she 
warned— some  she  exhorted ;  and  to 
all  she  recommended  J.'sus  as  the  only 
hope  and  triend  of  the  guilty.  To  an 
own  sister,  who  attended  tier,  she  re- 
peatedly addressed  the  most  moving 
entreaties  to  seek  an  interest  in  Christ, 
and  not  to  rest  until  she  found  rest  in 
him  :  and  a  few  hours  before  her  de- 
parture, when  in  extreme  pain,  she 
exclaimed  with  increased  earnestness, 
O  Maria,  Christ  is  precious  now — do 
you  seek  him,  and  you  shall  find  him. 

In  recording  the  effect*  of  grace  up- 
on this  interesting  female,  it  cannot  es- 
cape notice,  that  notwithstanding  she 
had  lived  so  long  a  stranger  to  religion 
—after  it  pleased  God  to  reveal  his  Son 
in  her,  the  advancement  she  made  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  in  the 
short  period  of  nine  months,  and  while 
exercised  with  constant  bodily  pain, 
was  truly  surprising.  Her  affectionate 
sister,  who  had  witnessed,  and  had  en- 
deavoured to  alleviate  the  anguish  of 
her  soul,  while  under  the  most  power- 
ful convictions  of  siii  for  the  first  five 
months  she  was  with  her — and  was 
now  anxiously  watching  for  the  first 
dawn  of  light,  relates,  tint  when  that 
happy  moment  arrived,  she  not  only 
became  a  new  creature,  but  her  con- 
versation was  so  intelligent,  seiene  and 
heavenly, that  she  listened  to  her  as  to 
a  heavenly  instructer.  Hence,  we 
may  safely  conclude,  that  she  was 
taught  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  without 
whose  divine  instructions  none  ever  did 
or  ever  will  call  Jesus  Lord. 


SARAH  SKAMAXS. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Seamans,  the  lil'c 
amiable  consort  of  the  Rev.  Job  Sea- 
mans,  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Val- 
entine Estabronks,  Ksq.  She  was  born 
in  Johnson,  (K.I.)  about  two  miles  from 
Providence.  When  she  was  twelve 
years  old,  her  father  removed  with  his 
family  to  Sackviile,  county  of  Cum- 
berland, and  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
Nothing  remarkable  occurred  in  her 
early  life  until  she  was  17  years  nf  age. 
At  that  time  there  was  a  vary  power- 
ful work  of  God  amongst  her  neigh- 


bears;  many  believed,  were  baptized, 
and  formed  into  a  church.  She,  and 
the  pc  rson  who  was  atterwurus  her 
husband,  were  both  struck  under  pow- 
erful convictions  at  a  meeting  lor  bap- 
tism. Both  of  them  through  divine 
^iace  obtained  a  hope  soon  after,  were 
baptized  and  joined  tue  same  thuich. 

Some  years  after  this  event,  tney  le- 
moved  their  relation  to  ihe  11  ptist 
Church  in  Attltborough ;  and  altei- 
wards,  witn  a  tew  ot.ieis,  United  in  con- 
stituting th*  Baptist  Church  in  New- 
London,  (N.  H.)  With  that  church, 
she  intl  her  husband,  who  still  mes 
to  mourn  his  great  loss,  live.j  in  the 
greatest  ha.niony  and  peace,  for  sev- 
eral year*. 

She  possessed  an  amiable  disposi- 
tion; was  kind,  sympathising,  and  be- 
nevolent. She  was  ever  ready,  ac- 
cording to  her  ability,  to  afford  reiiei  to 
the  poor  anil  needy.  Free  from  a  con- 
tentious spirit,  it  was  her  constant  aim 
to  live  in  peace  with  her  neighbours. 
She  manifested  all  the  feelings  of  a 
tender  mother  towards  her  children  ; 
and  was  unwearied  in  performing  all 
the  kind  offices  of  parental  love.  >.or 
was  this  all.  Her  concern  for  their 
immortal  interests  was  constantly  dis- 
played. She  taught  and  exhorted  them 
with  many  tears.  Her  closet  has 
doubtless  often  witnessed  her  prayers, 
and  supplications  for  their  salvation. 
And  it  is  believed  that  her  ardent  de- 
sires and  expostulations  with  them 
have  not  been  unavailing ;  for  besides 
two  of  them  who  belonged  to  the  church 
before,  she  had  the  great  satisfaction,  a 
little  previous  to  her  death,  of  seeing 
three  more  of  her  children  hopefully 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

It  evidently  appeared  that  Mrs. 
Seamnns  was  one  who  walked  in  the 
path  of  the  just,  which  as  a  shining 
light,  shineth  mere  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day.  In  her  younger  years  she 
was  at  times  greatly  tried  respecting 
her  state.  This  caused  many  fears  of 
death.  Many  tears  were  shed  in  those 
trying  hours.  Nor  could  she  obtain  re- 
lit f  without  some  appropriate  text  of 
scripture  brought  home  to  her  troub- 
led mind.  In  one  of  these  conflicts, 
her  mind  Was  greatly  relieved,  and  a 
joyful  and  comfortable  state  ensie d, 
f  rom  that  blessed  word,  'J  Sam.  xxi;. 
42.  "The  Lord  Kveth,  and  blessed  be 
my  rock,  &r."  Her  husband,  by  her 
particular  retpicst,  pre;  ched  hi  m  Ihe 
same  words  the  next  lord's  day  j  which 
was  peculiarly  refi  stung  to  hi  r  mind. 
In  later  years  she  has  grt.du:. '!\  gain- 
ed strength;  so  that  she  has  more 
generally  enjoyed  the  COmfyfttlble  as- 
surance of  hope. 
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Soon  after  she  was  taken  with  that 
lingering  disorder  which  terminated 
her  earthly  existence,  her  mind  by  de- 
gn  es  became  more  c;tlm.  She  leit 
satisfied  for  months  before  Iter  death, 
that  her  time  was  sh  irt.  Vet  she  nev- 
er seemed  to  b?  moved.  At  one  time 
she  said  to  her  husband,-  "  I  am  not 
afraid  to  trust  myself  in  the  hands  af 
God."  At  another  time,  wlien  she  was 
chiefly  confined  to  her  bed,  lie  we:it  to 
]ier  bed-side,  and  she  looked  up  to  him 
-ou  said,  "  Well,  you  and  I  must  part, 
but  it  wili  be  but  a  little  while."  At 
Mother  time,  he  asked  her  if  she  was 
wdiing  to  go  and  leave  him  and  the 
chitahrea  in  this  sinful  and  trouble  some 
world  ?  After  a  pause,  she  said,  "If 
I  could  be  of  any  service  to  you,  I  should 
be  willing  to  stay  a  little  longer." 

Lord's  day,  April  18th.  she  was  ex- 
ceeding" sick  :  it  was  evident  that 
she  could  not  live  long.  She  had  her 
children  round  her  bed,  and  talked 
with  them  upon  their  soul's  concerns 
ist  a  most  affecting  manner.  She  re- 
lated as  much  of  the  dealings  of  God 
with  her  as  her  strength  wcuid  admit, 


and  told  her  husband  that  she  wculd  at 
some  future  time  relate  to  him  some 
things  in  her  experience,  that  he  might 
recurd  it  on  paper.  But  this  she  never 
was  able  to  do.  Her  mind  appeared 
to  be  entirely  calm — With  her,  deatu 
had  wholly  lost  his  sting. 

On  Tuesday,  27th  ot  April.  1819, 
this  excellent  woman  resigned  her  seul 
into  the  hands  of  her  dear  Redtemer, 
without  a  struggle  or  a  gioan.  O  ! 
what  a  scene  ot  sorrow  and  wo!  Her 
husband  and  children  around  her  dy- 
ing bed,  all  drenched  in  tears  !  Then 
he  resigned  up  to  God  (who  gav  e  her 
to  hiiii)  the  dearest  earthly  comfort 
which  he  ever  enjoyed. 

She  wouid  have  been  69  years  old 
the  14th  day  of  this  present  month  ; 
and  if  she  had  been  spared  to  her  hus- 
band until  the  tenth  day  at  next  Au- 
gust, they  would  have  lived  together 
50  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  six 
sons  and  six  daughters,  ai  d  has  leit 
the  husband  of  her  vcuth  new  in  his 
advanced  yeai*s,  and  eight  children  u> 
mourn  their  irreparable  loss! 

Ifcw-London,  June  30,  1819. 


- 


OaoAiNtD  on  the  29th  of  July,  the 
Rev.  Jciix  Finlay,  to  the  pastoral 
cure  ot  the  Baptist  Church  in  Albany. 
Th«  Rev.  Archibald  Maclay.oi  New- 
\oik,  preached  an  appropriate  sermon 
from  Colossikti.s  i.  28.  "  Whom  we 
preach,  warning  even  man,  and  teach- 
ing even-  man  in  all  wisdom  ;  that  we 
ma  present  every  man  perfect  in 
Christ  Jesus."  Rev. Francis  Wayland, 
of  Saratoga  Springs,  <  tfered  up  the 
consecrating  prayer,  assisted  in  the  im- 
position of  hands  by  all  the  miu esters 
present.  Rev.  Charles  G.  Sommers 
first  delivered  an  address  to  the  candi- 
date, and  then  a  charge  to  the  church. 
Rei .  luabna  Bradley,  late  pastor  of  the 
church,  presented  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship;  and  Kev.Stephen  Olmstead, 
ci  Schpdack,  made  the  concluding 
prayer.  The  services  were  pel  firm- 
ed with  christian  solemnity,  in  the 
presence  of  a  ven  numerous,  respec- 
table, and  attentive  auditor) . 


 At  St.  John*,  (N.  ft.)  June,  1S19, 

.Mr.  Dam  n  INl'  i  tkr,  to  the  work  of 
an  FWangelist.  Sermon  by  Elder  J.  S. 
Harding,  from  Psulm  lxviii.  ll.  "The 
Lord  gave  the  word  ;  great  was  the 
company  of  ilir*:  tint  published  it." 


Ordaining  prayer  by  Elder  Thomas 
H.  Chipman;  charge  by  Elder  Ed- 
ward Manning;  right  hand  ol  fellow- 
ship, by  Eider  Drinkwatei  ;  conclud- 
ing prayer,  by  Elder  CrandeL 

The  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia Association  met  at  St.  Johns,  in  June 
last.  We  are  gratified  to  learn  that 
Missionary  exertions  aie  extending 
among  them.  One  of  the  brethren  in- 
forms us  that  about  400  dollars  were 
collected  the  last  year,  (principally  by 
Female  Mite.  Societies.  1  his  .icquisi- 
tion  to  their  Treasury  has  enabled  them 
to  emjiloy  five  Missionaries  for  a  part 
of  the  time,  the  ensuing  year. 


 AtHopkinton,  (K.I.)  April  4, 

1819,  Messrs.  William  B.  Mason, 
Daniel  Boon,  and  Thomas  V.  Wells, 
were  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry among  the  seventh-day  Baptists. 
A  pathetic  discourse  was  delivered  by 
ih  \U  v.  Henry  Burdick,  of  Newport, 
(R.  I.)  from  Tit.  i.  5.  "  For  tbis  cause 
left  1  thee  in  Ciete,  that  thou  shouldest 
set  in  order  the  things  that  are  want- 
ing, and  ordain  elders  m  every  uiy, 
as  1  had  appointed  thee."  All  the  ser- 
vices were  performed  with  becoming 
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decorum,  in  the  presence  of  a  numer- 
ous and  solemn  assembly,  while  tears 
of  jov  tell  frcm  the  eyes  of  the  children 
of  God. 


 Also,  at  the  same  place.  And  bv 

the  same  officiating  mimsters,  Mr. 
Amos  R.  Wells  was  ( >rdained  to  nrea.ch 
the  gospel.  Sermon  bv  Elder  H.  Hur- 
tlick,  from  I  Tim.  iv.  6.  "  If  thou  put 
the  brethren  in  remembrance  of  these 
things,  thou  shalt  be  a  £ood  minister  of 
J?sns  Christ,  nourished  no  in  the  words 
"f  faith,  and  good  doctrine,  whereunto 
thou  hast  attained."  The  solemnity 
and  feeling  manifested  on  the  occasion, 
were  similar  to  what  were  witnessed 
at  the  preceding  services. 


iMrrrtrnojrs  Fon  the    deaf  a\d 

DC.MB. 

While  we  rejoice  in  the  formation  and 
snccess  of  societies  which  are  special- 
ly designed  for  the  propogation  of  the 
gospel  at  home  and  abroad,  we  would 
jnot  be  indifferent  to  other  Institutions 
which  confer  important  benefit?  on 
any  unfortunate  class  of  human  bciegs. 

Asylum';  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  have 
sfron?  chilli"  on  the  attention  and 
charity  of  the  public.  Indeed,  wo  are 
surprised,  that  aroong«t  so  many  chari- 
table Institutions  with  which  our  coun- 
try abound*,  not  one  was  established 
for  unfortunate  mutts  till  about  3 
years  ago.  They  could  not  plead 
their  own  cause,  and  it  would  seem 
that  no  one  pleaded  for  them.  They 
had  however  a  friend  in  heaven,  who 
was  not  unmindful  of  their  situation. 
By  an  affecting  providence  which  oc- 
aorred  at  Hartford  in  the  case  of  a 
lovely  child  who  lost  her  hearing,  the 
sympathies  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gallaudet 
were  powerfully  awakened,  ami  his 
determination  fixed,  that  he  would,  if 
pnwible,  train  a  knowledge  of  the  mode 
of  instructing  the  deaf  and  dumb.  For 
thii  purpose  he.  visited  the  Institutions 
in  England,  Scotland  and  France.  At 
P. iris,  he  not  only  succeeded  in  his 
determination,  but  was  allowed  to 
bring  with  him  to  the  United  Slates  a 
respectable  pupil  of  the  Abbe  Sbard. 
Under  these  auspices  the  Institution 
at  rlaftfbrd  commenced  its  operations 
in  18.18;  and  has  prospered  beyond 
the  ino.-t  sanguine  expectation*  of  its 
friends. 

A  leminary  having  the  saran  object  in 
v:cw  Vt-  h<«ou  established  in  the  city 
of  Sew-Tork.  It  is  conducted  by  the 
Mar'.  Mr.  HUnsbury,  who  innnife«t.«  a 
deep  Interejl  in  tb«*  welfare  of  the  pu- 
piis  r.  iromilied  to  his  caro.    T'a4  Leg- 


islature of  New-York  has  made  ado- 
nation  of  $10,000  to  this  Asylum  ; 
and  by  a  vote  of  the  last  Legislature 
of  this  Commonwealth  $4,000  are  to 
be  annually  appropriated  towards  the 
expenses  of  board  and  instruction  of 
such  deaf  and  dumb  persons  at  the 
AsvJ'im  at  Hartford,  whose  parents  or 
guardians  are  not  able  to  support  them 
there. 

We  shall  close  these  brief  statement* 
with  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  fath- 
er to  his  child  who  is  deaf  and  dumb, 
dated 

Sai-7'orf:,  June  24,  1319. 

T  ttavf.  read  this  week  the  "RepoTf 
of  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
at  Hartford.1'  with  which,  I  was  much 
pleased.  There  are  more  than  fifty  of 
these  poor  unfortunates,  who  have  made 
an  astonishing  improvement  in  reading 
and  writing. 

The  "  Report'1  informs  the  public, 
that  as  much  as  possible  the  managers 
supply  the  place  of  parents,  and  make 
their  abode  like  the  parental  roof.  They 
use  little  or  no  correction.  A  rebuke  or 
admonition  is  the  chief  punishment  to 
which  their  resort.  They  do  not  admit 
a  spirit  of  rivalry  ia  the  school.  With 
these  arrangement;  your  T.ipa  is  very 
much  pleased.  They  serve,  to  reconcile 
him  to  the  idea  of  committing  his  dear 
A —  to  their  care. 

It  affected  me  very  much,  when  T 
read  the  above  Report,  to  lind  witb 
what  solicitude  these  pupil*  fix  their 
eyes  on  their  guardians,  while,  in  the 
language  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  prayer  i* 
offered  to  him,  who  needs  not  the  utter- 
ance of  the  lips,  but  looks  at  the  heart. 
Several  of  them  have  been  known  to  rt- 
tire,  and  in  their  expressive  manner  bavo 
prayed  to  their  Father  in  heaven.  The 
question  has  been  frequently  proposed 
by  them  to  their  teachers  j  Does  God 
nnderttand  the  si^U),  nf  the  deaf  and 
duoib  ?  When  answered  in  the  atTlrm.'1- 
tire,  the  smile  of  joy  and  gratitude  Ins 
irradiated  their  youthful  countenances 
One  of  thc->o  pupils  has  made  a  profession 
of  religion,  and  gives  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  personal  piety.  ()  1  that  this 
may  one  dav  be  the  case  with  inv  dt 
A — ,  then  I  shall  !>••  readyeo  sav,  "  L  trd, 
it  is  enough !"  Surely  I  can  hevi  no 
greater  joy  than  t.>  see  my  dear  children 
walk  in  Die  truth.  Whatever  the  Lord 
i*  pleased  to  give  or  to  withhold  of  s>n 
earthly  nature  I  leave  wilh  him,  but  for 
n'io  thing  I  du'lv  pray,  that  m>  tj  •  j 
danghten  may  be  enriched  wi<li  the 
irrac«  of  God.. in, 1  love  that  4a  vi  larwhom 
females  folio  red  t»  the  rro«|,  and 
mini'.' tied  QrcHt  iHttajehmonl  fat  bia  o* 
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<*arly  dawn  on  the  third  day  by  visiting 

hi?  sepulchre. 

Yesterday  in  company  with  I 

visited  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution 
of  this  city.  There  are  fifty-two  schol- 
ars. One  srentleman  was  there  who  lias 
three  children  in  this  school,  and  one  at 
home  in  the  samp  situation.  I  told  one 
bov  who  caniv  to  me  that  1  had  a  dear 
girl  who  was  deaf  and  dumb.  With  a 
sorrowful  countenance  he  went  and  in- 
formed Miss  Stansbury  his  preceptress. 
He  then  returned  and  wrote  on  his  slate, 


"  I  is  verr  sorry.'"  Many  of  the  chil- 
dren gave  indications  of  being  very  in- 
telligent and  attentive.  Ah!  my  "dear 
A — ,  you  were  much  on  my  mind  while 
I  was  there.  It  was  a  scene  not  to  be 
witnessed  bv  me  without  strong  feelings. 
I  could  not  suppress  the  tears  to  which 
various  sensations  gave  birth.  May  he» 
who  can  make  the  deaf  to  hear,  and  the 
dumb  to  speak,  bless  these  children  of 
affliction,  and  O !  may  the  Almighty, 
and  merciful  God  bless  you,  ruy  dear 
child. 


Contributions  firwntpd  bu  Rev  Geo.  > 

From  Col.  Ross,  tin  Ruffs  Creek, Pa.  Nov,  pi 7  1,00 
do.  a  few  individuals.  Warren  Township, 

Belmont  Co.  Ohio,  Nov.  1817.         -  1,75 

Pubiick  collection  at  Reedy  Wood  Co.  Vir- 
ginia, Feb.  1818,         -      -      -      -  7,44 

From   Mr.   Moses   P'leVr,  Pavkersburgh, 

Wood  Co.  Virginia,          -      .      -  2,00 

From  two  individuals  on  Duck  Creek,  near 

Marietta.  Ohio,      ....  75 

Trom  a  few  persons  on  the  small  Muskingum 

River,  Ohio,   3,42 


vans,  for  the  Raft.  Miss.  Soc.  of  Mas. 

Ptihlick  collection  at  Marietta,  O.  Mar.  1, 1813.  4,08 
do.      do.  ,    at  Adams  Township,  on  the 

Muskingum,  Ohio,  March,  1318.      -  3,02 
do.      do.     at  Roxburv.  im  the  Muskin- 
gum, Ohio,  March,  1818,    -      -      -  2,71 

2o.-7 

FT  In  the  last  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  the  fol- 
low in  -  was  omitted : 

By  cash  fr.  D.a.  D.  Goodwin,  Charlestown,  6,C0 


Received  on  account  of  the  Bafititt  Board  of  Fort'gn  Mixtions. 


lime 31.  By  Messrs.  L.  A.  Pierce,  Waynesboro.  Ga.  Theological  Institution,          ....  K,oo 

25.     By  Mrs.  S.  Handv.  Female  Society.  Fredon'a,  Chaurrbautr-ia  County,  N.  Y.      -  15.00 

By  Mr.  B.  Colburn,  Treatuter  of  the  Norfolk  Co.  Mass.  Mission  Society,        -           -  75,00 

2S.     By  Hon.  M.  B.  Talmage,  New  York,  on  account  of  Luminary,       -----  5,00 

tiily  i.   By  July  Quarter,  Interest  of  publick  stock,  -             -  2*4.2? 

By    do.      do.      do.      New  York  State,  do.  eo.OO 

10.     By  Mr.  H.  Sears,  Franklin  Association,  Delaware  Co-  N.  Y.       -  100,00 

15.     By  Bank  of  America  Dividend.                                                           ....  0,00 

An".  ?.    By  Mrs.  Anna  Manning,  Perth  Amboy  Female  Mite  Society,    28.00 

'  "tf.     By  Mrs.  S.B.  Lin»lev,  New  Canaan  Cent  Mite  Society,  -  8,50 

By  John  Withington.  Esq.  from  the  Fayettt  and  Mulberry  street  N*.  York  For.  ?Iis.  Soc.  346.54 

7.     By  Rev.  Caleb  Douglass,  Whitestown,  N.  Y.  Foreign  Missi.m  Society,      -  47.M 

U  y   do.              do.              do.            Female  Mite  Society,      .....  2.1,00 

Bv  Rev.  Beniamin  Hudlong,  fr  )-r.  F-lder  Donbass,      ........  39,41 

10,   By  Rev.. Tacob  Browne,  from  the  Church  in  Mount  Pleasant,  1,47 

Bv  Rev.  Chailcs  Sommers           do.         Troy,  N.  Y  -     -  20,17 


JOIIN  C  AULDWELL,  Treasurer.  g  1042,01 


f.'J»l,l,V'.W«-ir.»  r'.-tT' 


LINES  WRITTEN  IN  AFFLICTION. 

HOPE. 

COME,  iweet  hope!  ray  cares  beguile, 

Dry  the  t'  ars  which  fill  mine  eye, 
Teach  me  in  distress  to  smile, 

Raise  >ny  views  ahov   tht  sky. 
J. <  t  me  feel  thy  balmy  power, 

Be  nn  author  to  my  soul 
Jn  the  dark  and  threatening  hour, 

Whin  the  waves  of  sorrow  roll. 

Let  ma  feel  thine  influenec  pure, 

Giving  Mreugth  ti<  conquer  sin, 
Then,  1  tre'Is  can  endure, 

Having  h  aven  and  peace  within. 


TO  ltBADEBS  AXl)  COBHESfOSDBVTS. 

The  ptper  to  which  \  miedi  r  feraon  Ui  "  '  eviathan"  mentioned  in  the  book  of  lob,  has  ml  been  received. 

Wean  •ppn'lirniive  that  no  lisal  ads  t»igo  would  ariie  from  inserting  tb<  coininnnicatiou  on  B  Wom- 
en' it  Ui  .'  I'hu  whudeii]  the  geneva  1  pviuciples  which  are  advocated  by  our  correspondent,  ate  not 
likrlj  tub  readers  of  our  Magazine ;  ami  Lfthey  w  re,  we  should  despair  of  their  being  convinced  by  any 
arguments,  till  we  knew  thai  Ihey  had  become  humnniaed. 

Y,  has  be' it  f  "ind  and  wi  .  upp'-ar  in  our  neat  number* 

Aii  Obit  nan  of  Mrs.  Fui  innn,  lite  consort  of  Rev.  Dr.  Kurman  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  will  appear  in  our  next. 
We  hrve  reci-ivcd  'mt'-UigHK  f  one  or  two  Ordinations  and  th"  constitution  of  two  Churches ;  one  at 

Drarut,  the  other  at  Korth  PrsvMenct  ;  but  tin-  aocount)  came  too  law  for  Ibis  nutnber. 


When  the  monster  D.-atb  shail  come, 

With  his  charge  to  bear  me  hence, 
May  the  hope  of  heaven  my  home, 
Lift  me  up  from  Hi  sh  ami  sense. 

Then,  with  joyful  lips  I'll  sing, 
Grave  !  where  is  thy  victory  ? 
Monster,  Death  1  when'  is  thy  sting? 
From  your  thraldom  I  am  free! 

Though  the  earth  will  be  my  bed, 

Winn  the  aprincri  of  life  give  way; 
In  the  mansions  of  the  dead, 
Hope  shall  point  to  endless  day. 


Date  Due 
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